Morehouse Town Budget Hearing

Town Board Meeting

November 9t 2023

The regular Meeting of the Morehouse Town Board and the 2024 Budget Hearing was called to order By Supervisor Farber at 7pm.
Supervisor Farber opened the Meeting/ Hearing by leading the Town Board members and guests in the Pledge of Allegiance to the
Flag.

Town Board members present:
Bill Uebele

Brian Taylor

Sonya DeVuyst

Mary Ann Mosher

Supervisor: William Farber
Town Clerk: Stephanie Tichenor

Deputy Clerk: Jennifer Tichenor
Guests included:  Denver Steinmetz, Wayne & Sheryl Fleming, Anthony (Butch) Fernendez and Melonie Luck

Brian Taylor made a motion to open the 2024 Public Budget Hearing. Mary Ann Moshier seconded it. Motion carried.
Ayes Nayes

M. Mosher None

B. Taylor

S. DeVuyst

B. Uebele

W. Farber

Denver asked if the training for Assessor comes out of the Assessors contractual A-13355.4?  Supervisor Farber stated that it did,
and that they budgeted more for trainings for the new Assessor.

Sheryl Fleming asked if there was any possible way that the Town can build a roof over the entrance to the Recreation center?
Supervisor Farber thought that was a good idea. He will look into it.

Anthony Fernendez stated the budget looked really stable. He asked if there were any big increases in any of the items? Supervisor
Farber explained that there wasn’t may changes only that the fulltime employees were getting a 5% raise.

Supervisor Farber stated that DOT is coming out to talk to him and Wayne Fleming and to look at



the end of Fayle Road.

Bill Uebele made a motion to accept October’s minutes, seconded by Brian Taylor. Motion carried.
Ayes Nayes

M. Mosher None

B. Taylor

S. DeVuyst

B. Uebele

W. Farber

Brian Taylor made a motion to accept the Officer’s reports, seconded by Bill Uebele. Motion carried
Ayes Nayes

M. Mosher None

B. Taylor

S. DeVuyst

B. Uebele

W. Farber

Sonya DeVuyst made a motion to accept the Payment of the General fund on abstract # 11, vouchers 23-204 thru 23-222 totaling
$17,581.43 and the Highway fund on abstract #11, vouchers 23-80 thru 23-86 in the amount of $60,013.82.

Ayes Nayes
M. Mosher None
B. Taylor

S. DeVuyst

B. Uebele

W. Farber

Before the end of the meeting Sonya noticed a check that was transposed. The check amount was corrected. Supervisor Farber and

Town Clerk Stephanie Tichenor will be bringing the corrected abstract to the December 12" meeting, to be signed again.

Old Business

Tower update- The applications for the Tower are all set, have not turned them in yet, as the APA wanted more information on the
Arietta Site, as there are more providers interested. They need to make sure its tall enough.

Post Office Chimney- There will be a temporary patch put on the chimney at the Post office. So, no moisture gets in this year. There
will a permanent one done in the spring.



Dry Hydrant Update- All the parts are in and being store with the Town. The County and DOT are behind due to all the paving they
had to do this year, everything is ready to go when the County is ready.

Clerk update- PO Box 43 is open for the Town Clerk for preparation for the upcoming 2024 Tax season. Website is finalized with a few
issues concerning older Town employee pictures.

Anthony Fernendez asked if the Town Clerk was going to have access to the Town website?  Supervisor Farber stated Matt
Turrcotte is willing to train the Town Clerk to be able to put some things on the website. Supervisor Farber was thinking about using
the website for events and tourism instead of using the Chamber of Commerce.

Building Cleaning Suggestions- Cleaning is going well. Town Clerk is going to get in contact with Irma about setting up a schedule to
clean the Town Office, taking out garbage and recyclables.

Snowmobile Trail Updates- Work has progressed on cleaning up the trails before the 1% big snowfall. A big thanks to Al Harradine
and, Karl Abrams. Thank you to, Karl Abrams, for donating his day to help get Mosquito Hill Trail cleaned up. There is a lot of
flooding by the Mosquito Hill Trail due to beaver damns. Ohio is working on their section; Jr Kelley is going to talk to the Ohio Ridge
Riders to find out how their work is coming along. We will work with Region 6 to get the dams removed and get the trail dried up.

There was a discussion on how Jr Kelley will be working grooming the snowmobile trails as he is now working for the County. There

was also a short discussion on needing part time trail groomers.

New Business

Sonya made a motion to enter into agreement with National Grid to use their light poles to put up our flags by Memorial Day.
Seconded by Bill Uebele. Motion carried.

Ayes Nayes
M. Mosher None
B. Taylor

S. DeVuyst

B. Uebele

W. Farber

Hamilton County Ads- The Veterans ad was proposed to Supervisor Farber after the October Meeting, Supervisor Farber state he put
the Veterans Day ad in the paper. But, needed a motion to accept it.

Bill Uebele made a motion to accept the 2023 Veterans Day ad, that was put in the Hamilton County Express. Seconded by Brian
Taylor. Motion carried.

Ayes Nayes
M. Mosher None
B. Taylor

S. DeVuyst

B. Uebele

W. Farber

Supervisor Farber talked to Brian Krohn the advertising Director for the Hamilton County Express and Brian sent Farber a yearly
schedule of ads that will be able to run throughout the year, with the pricing. So, we can approve it in advance.

Brian Taylor made a motion to approve ads in the Hamilton County Express for the 2024 year, For the amount not to exceed
$476.90. Bill Uebele seconded it. Motion carried

Ayes Nayes



M. Mosher None
B. Taylor

S. DeVuyst

B. Uebele

W. Farber

Supervisor Farber stated that the Monthly free conference call.com renewal was up. It’s a $7.00 monthly charge The Town has rarely
used it in the last year. Supervisor Farber wanted to know if the Town wanted to keep it or let it expire. The town Board decided to let
it expire. Mary Ann Mosher stated we can always start it again if we need to in the future.

Supervisor Farber stated that the renewal for MVP was upon us and the records show that there will only be a 6% increase.

Sonya DeVuyst made a motion to authorize the Town of Morehouse to enter into Contract with MVP as the Health Care Insurance for
2024. Brian Tayler seconded it. Motion carried

Ayes Nayes
M. Mosher None
B. Taylor

S. DeVuyst

B. Uebele

W. Farber

There was a discussion on how many fulltime employees Getting MVP and not having to pay anything out of pocket for the
premiums. The Town of Morehouse pays for that.

Sheryl Fleming asked how many fulltime employees does the Town of Morehouse employ. Supervisor Farber state the Town has 5
fulltime employees, 3 Highway employees, The Highway Superintendent and the Town Clerk.

Budget Review-

The Town of Morehouse is Tax Cap Compliant.

Supervisor Farber suggested Town Board Members consider adding a page to the website instead of using the Chamber of
Commerce. Farber also suggested Contacting the Chamber of Commerce to let them know the Town of Morehouse will no longer
need their services. That would be cutting A6410.4 (Publicity contractual expenses) from $3,000.00 down to $1,500.00

Bill Uebele made a motion to contact the Chamber of Commerce to let them know the Town will no longer need their services. Brian
Tayler seconded it. Motion carried.

Ayes Nayes
M. Mosher None
B. Taylor

S. DeVuyst

B. Uebele

W. Farber

On page #9 under State Aid, A3317 Snowmobile Law Enforcement, was estimated at $10,000.00 The Town of Morehouse will receive
for the NYS Parks and Recreation up to $15,000.00



Bill Uebele started a discussion about the Town buying a commercial mower in the future. Anthony Fernendez asked about the Town
taking over all of the mowing? Supervisor Farber suggested the discussion be put off until a later date, after Hugh Farber is talked to,
and asked if that is something the Highway Department would want to do.

Supervisor Farber Suggested that the Town Board take the $1,500.00 from A6410.4 and the $5,000.00 Extra from A3317.4 and put it
in A1990.4 (Special Items Contingent account) for Future use of a mower purchase or other expenditures.

Brian Tayler made amotion to change the budget Decreasing A6410.4 to $1,500, Increasing A3317 to $15,000

and entering the total available of $6,500 into A1990.4 Contingency. Mary Ann Mosher seconded it. Motion carried
Ayes Nayes

M. Mosher None

B. Taylor

S. DeVuyst

B. Uebele

W. Farber

Sonya DeVuyst brought up that some of the elected officials have not gotten raises in quite some time. Supervisor Farber suggested
next year at Budget time to make sure the town talks to all the officials about raises for 2025

Brian Taylor made a motion to close the 2024 Annual Budget Hearing. Sonya DeVuyst seconded it. Motion carried.
Ayes Nayes

M. Mosher None

B. Taylor

S. DeVuyst

B. Uebele

W. Farber

Bill Uebele made amotion to adopt the Public Hearing on the 2024 Town Budget. Brian Taylor seconded it. Motion carried.
Ayes Nayes

M. Mosher None

B. Taylor

S. DeVuyst

B. Uebele

W. Farber

There was a discussion about there being a vacancy in the Morehouse Youth group, The Town Board needs to think about filling that
position.

Bill Uebele made a motion to extend the Ski program for the 2023-2024 ski season. Brian Taylor seconded it. Motion carried.

Ayes Nayes
M. Mosher None
B. Taylor

S. DeVuyst



B. Uebele
W. Farber

Bill Uebele brought up having a kids Christmas party this year, Town will be picking a date for Christmas party. Jennifer Tichenor will
be organizing the kids Christmas party.

Brian Taylor made a motion to have a Kids Christmas Party in December. Sonya seconded it. Motion carried.
Ayes Nayes

M. Mosher None

B. Taylor

S. DeVuyst

B. Uebele

W. Farber

There was a discussion about a couple of highchairs that we had in the Rec. center are missing. Supervisor Farber said that the
Recreation Center went through a clean up and they were probably disposed of. And that they should really look into replacing them.

Mary Ann Mosher made a motion to buy 2 highchairs for the Recreation Centerbefore the next event. Seconded by Brian Taylor.
Motion Carried.

Ayes Nayes
M. Mosher None
B. Taylor

S. DeVuyst

B. Uebele

W. Farber

Mary Ann Mosher made a motion to adjourn the Town Board Meeting. Brian Taylor seconded it. Motion carried.
Ayes Nayes
M. Mosher None
B. Taylor

S. DeVuyst

B. Uebele

W. Farber

Truly your,

Stephanie Tichenor, Morehouse Town Clerk



