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LOCAL LAW #2 OF THE YEAR 2005
A Local Law amending the "CODE OF THE TOWN OF MOREHOUSE” so as to provide for the
administration and enforcement of the Uniform Fire Prevention and Building Code within the
Town of Morehouse.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE TOWN BOARD OF THE TOWN OF

MOREHOUSE, NEW YORK, AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION I: The CODE OF THE TOWN OF MOREHOUSE is hereby amended so as to include the
following sections relating to the administration and enforcement of the Uniform Fire

Prevention and Building Code (hereafter referred to as “the Uniform Code™).

SECTION 1: INTENT:

It is the intent of this section to provide for the administration and enforcement
of the Uniform Fire Prevention and Building Code (hereafter referred to as the “Uniform
Code”) pursuant 1o the provisions of 19 NYCRR 1203.2.

SECTION 2: ADMINISTRATION_AND_ ENFORCEMENT:

The Town Board shall appoint qualified personnel {(namely code
enforcement officers and fire inspectors, duly certified by the Department of State Codes
Division under the provisions of Title 19 NYCRR, Chapter X!l, Part 435) who are responsibie
for the administration and enforcement in compliance with applicable regulations of both state

and local laws.

SECTION 3: DUTIES AND POWERS OF CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS:

A, Except as otherwise specifically provided by law, ordinance, rule or
regulation, or except as herein otherwise provided, the cede enforcement officers shall

administer and enforce all provisions of laws, ordinances, rules and regulations applicable to




the plans, specifications or permits for the construction, alteration and repair of buildings and
structures regulated hereunder, the installation and use materials and equipment therein, the
location, use, occupancy, conditions and maintenance thereof.

B. The code enforcement officers shall promulgate rules and regulations
subject to the approval of the Town Board to secure the intent and purpose of this chapter and a
proper administration and enforcament of the laws, ordinances, rules and regulations governing
the plans, specifications, consiruction, alteration, repairs, conditions or maintenance
pertaining to buildings, equipment and other structures regulated hereunder.

C. The code enforcement officers shall receive applications, approve plans
and specifications and issue permits for the erection, alteration and repairs of buildings, other
structures and equipment regulated hereunder and shall examine the premises for which such
applications have been received, approved plans or such permits have been issued for the
nurpose of ensuring compliance with the laws, ordinances, rules and regulations governing
same.

D. The code enforcement officers shall issue, in writing, all appropriate
notices or orders to remove illegal or unsafe conditions, to require the necessary safeguards
during construction and to ensure compliance, during the entire course of construction, with the
approved plans and specifications, the conditions of the buiiding permit and the requirements of
the applicable laws, ordinances, rules and regulations.

E. Whenever the same may be appropriate to determine compliance with the
provisions of the applicable laws, ordinances, rules and regulations covering the construction,
alteration, repair or occupancy, the code enforcement officers may, at their discretion, accept
and rely upon written reports of tests in the field by experienced, professional persons or by
accredited and authoritalive testing laboratories or service inspection bureaus or agencies.

F. The code enforcement officers shall issue a centificate of occupancy,

where appropriate, for a building or structure constructed, altered or occupied in accordance




with the provisions of the New York State Uniform Fire Prevention and Building Code and all
other applicable laws, ordinances, rules and regulations.

G The code enforcement officers and/or fire inspector shall have the
authority to make fire prevention inspections in accordance with the Fire Prevention and
Property Maintenance Code of New Ycrk and may assist, where practical, in determining the
cause and origin of any fire occurring within the Town.

H. The code enforcement officers and/or fire inspectors shall have authority
and be accountable to inspect all structures afflicted by fire to assess damage and ascertain the
appropriate measures to ensure safety to the occupants and to safeguard the public from
associated hazards created by the fire. These measures shall not be limited to implementing the
removal of such hazards, ordering the immediate closing of the building, condemnation of the
premises, securing the structure or put through necessary means to abate potential
endangerments to life or safety.

SECTION: 4: REFERENCED CODES:

The Town Board shall empower the designated personnel including all appointed
code enforcement officers, and fire inspectors, to administer, enforce and otherwise perform all
duties in respect to the state and local laws including, pursuant Title 19 NYCRR, Chapter XXXlI,
Part 1203, and in accordance with Subdivision 2 of § 381 of the Executive Law, the
administration and enforcement of the Uniform Fire Prevention and Building Code (hereafter
referred to as “the Uniform Code”), and the following adopted New York State codes listed and
referenced elsewhere in this code shall be considered part of the requirements of this code to the
prescribed extent of each such reference:

(1) Building Code of New York State.

(2) Residential Code of New York State.

{(3) Electrical Code of New York State.

{4) Fuel Gas Code of New York State.




(5) Mechanical Code of New York State.
{6) Plumbing Code of New York State.
{7) Property Maintenance Code of New York State.
(8) Fire Prevention Code of New York State.
(2) Energy Conservation Code of New York State.
(10) Factory Manufactured Buildings {The provisions of
19 NYCRR in regard to factory-manufactured structures

installed in New York State shali apply).

SECTION 5: MOST HESTRICTIVE METHODS TO GOVERN;

Where, in any specific case, different sections of this Code specify different
methods of construction or other requirements, the most restrictive shall govern.

SECTION 6: RECORDS AND REPORTS:

The code enforcement officer shall keep permanent official records of all
transactions and activities conducted by him, including all applications received, approved
plans, permits and certificates issued, inspection reports, all rules and regulations under its
jurisdiction and the notices and orders issued. Where applicable, such records shall be
considered public records and may be obtained through the Town Clerk under a freedom of
information request procedure. In some cases, depending on the magnitude of record, report or
information requested, all costs associated with the retrieval, processing and reproduction of
such records will be assessed. Once the costs have been determined, they must be paid in full
prior to dispersal of the request.

SECTION 7: PENALTIES FOR OFFENSES:

A it shall be unlawful for any person, firm or corporation to construct, alter,

repair, move, equip, use or occupy any building or other structure regulated hereunder, or




portion thereof, or to store, handle, or use hazardous substances, materials or davices in
violation of the New York State Uniform Fire Prevention and Building Code, this chapter or
other applicable ordinance or any regulation or rule promulgated by the code enforcement
officer in accordance with the applicable laws, or fail in any manner to comply with a notice,
directive or order of the designated code enforcement officer or his representative issued
pursuant to the New York Executive Law, the New York State Uniform Fire Prevention and
Building Code, or this chapter, or to construct, alter, use or occupy any building, structurs, or
premises regulated hereunder, or part thereof, or to store, handle or use hazardous substances,
materials or devices in a manner not permitted by an approved building permit, fire prevention
permit or certificate of occupancy or in strict accordance with the approved plans and
specifications.

B. Failure of any person after having been served with an order pursuant to the
provisions of 19 NYCRR, Chapter XXXIIl, Subchapter A or B, or this chapter, who shall fail to
comply with it within 30 days after such service or within the time frame fixed by the code
enforcement officer for compliance, and any owner, builder, engineer, architect, tenant,
contractor, construction superintendent, or other agencies or any other person taking part or
assisting in the construction, repair, alteration or use of any building, other structure or
equipment regulated by 19 NYCRR, Chapter XXXill, Subchapter A or B or this chapter, or any
person storing, handling or using hazardous substances, materials or devices, shall constitute a
violation and shall be punished by a fine pursuant to a schedule established by the Town Board
from time to time, unless otherwise provided by state law. Each and every day of such failure to
comply with a violation order, after such time limit, may constitute a separate offense for

which the aforesaid penalties may be cumulatively imposed.




SECTION li: EFFECTIVE DATE

This Local Law shall take effect upon filing with the Secretary of State of the State of New

York.
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