Morehouse Town Board Meeting @ r /[
¢

March 12' 2024 8py

The meeting for the Morehouse Town Board was called to order by Supervisor Anthony Fernandez at 7pm on Tuesday March 12%,
2024, Supervisor Fernandez opened the meeting by leading the Town Board and The Members of the Public in the Pledge of
Allegiance to the Flag.

Members present: Members absent:
Sonya DeVuyst none

Brian Taylor

Bill Uebele

Mary Ann Mosher

Supervisor: Anthony Fernandez

Town Clerk: Stephanie Tichenor

Members of the Public present:

Wayne & Sheryl Fleming Phyllis Mosher
Denver Steinmetz Bob Ford

Marilyn Wilson Ed & Linda Sherman
Lynn Kerstner Martha Murray
Jean & Richard Doeli Lauren O’Shea

Sal Guasto Charlie Ruoff

Melonie Luck
Town Board Roll Call was taken.

Supervisor Fernandez opened the meeting for public comments.

There were no comments from the Public,

Bill Uebele made a motion to accept the February 13" meeting minutes. Sonya DeVuyst seconded it. Motion carried.

Ayes Nays
S. beVuyst None
B. Taylor
B. Ubele

M. Mosher



A. Fernandez

Sonya made a motion to accept the Officers report. Brian Taylor seconded it. Motion Carried.

Ayes Nays
S. DeVuyst None
B. Taylor

B. Ubele

M. Mosher

A. Fernandez

Bill Uebele made a motion to Approve the Resolution 24-4 Approval of the Internal Audit and Review of Morehouse Town Justice's
Court Records for 2023. Sonya DeVuyst seconded it. Motion carried.

Ayes Nays
S. DeVuyst None
B. Taylor

B. Ubhele

M. Mosher

A. Fernandez

Brian Taylor made a motion to accept the Highway Department Report. Bill Uebele seconded it. Mation carried.

Aves Nays
S. DeVuyst None
B. Taylor

B. Ubele

M. Mosher

A. Fernandez

Sonya DeVuyst made a motion to accept and authorize payment for the General Fund invoice. #24-46 tc 24-69 in the amount of
$15,047.61. Mary Ann Mosher seconded it. Motion carried.

Ayes Nays
S. DeVuyst None
B. Taylor

B. Ubele

M. Mosher

A. Fernandez

Brian Taylor made a motion to accept and authorize the payment for Highway Fund invoices #24-55 &24-59 in the amount of
$3,373.65. Bill Uebele seconded it. Motion carried.

Avyes Nays

S. DeVuyst None



B. Taylor

B. Ubele

M. Mosher
A. Fernandez

Brian Taylor made a motion to accept the Resolution 24-5, To request and authorize the Hamilton County Superintendent to post
weight restrictions on the town of Morehouse roads for 2024. Sonya Seconded it. Motion carried.

Ayes Nays
S. DeVuyst None
B. Taylor

B. Ubele

M. Mosher

A. Fernandez

Mary Ann Mosher made a motion to Hire Salvatore G, Guasto as a snowmobile trail groom for the winter of 2024-2025, Brian Taylor
seconded it. Motion carried.

Ayes Nays
S. DeVuyst None
B. Taylor

B. Ubele

M. Masher

A. Fernandez

Supervisor Fernandez that he handed out pamphlets to the Town Board that states the MVP Health insurance coverage for the Town
of Morehouse has increase for the year of 2024 the increase is 6.4% on the premiums. Fernandez stated that he would like to look
into other Health insurance carrier’s latter in the year, to see if there is something out there for the Town that has the same coverage
but at a lower cost. Fernandez also stated that because we are already into the year 2024, he would like to renew the MVP contract
for 2024. The Town board agreed.

Brian Taylor made a motion to accept the Resolution 24-6, that states The Town of Morehouse is authorizing the “Renewal of MVP
Group Health Plan Contract” Bil Uebele seconded it. Motion carried.

Ayes Nays
S. DeVuyst None
B. Taylor

B. Ubele

M. Mosher

A, Fernandez

Old Business




Snowmobile Trail Report- The trails are closed and will remain closed due to very small amount of snow. Some small repair/
maintenance work may continue, conditions permitting. Supervisor Fernandez stated that that Stephanie Tichenor, the Town Clerk is
starting to work on the Phase 3 of the Snowmobile grant. Which is recording all that has been done and used.

Hamilton County Accounting Services- Supervisor Fernandez stated that the Hamilton County Accounting service is doing all the
Towns Payroll, payments and catching up on all the mistakes that the Town had made with the accounting software. Supervisor
Fernandez stated That him and Stephanie are working with them to get everything done. Supervisor Fernandez thinks this was a
good move and that it’s working smoothly.

Sheryl Flemming asked how much the Town was paying the Hamilton County Accounting service? And that it wasn’t in the February
minutes. Supervisor Fernandez stated that the town was paying them $8,000.00 for 2024. He also stated that the cost was in the
Resolution that was attached to the February minutes.

IRS Status- Supervisor Fernandez Spoke to a real person at the IRS Office. As the Town received another letter stating we owed
$6,392.00 for December2023

The person at the IRS Office said that what's happening is that it is taking time to process for all the records and checks. He asked
Fernandez to call back in a week to see how the progress is moving. The person at the IRS Office is going to be sending the Town a
letter with all their figures on a transcript so that Supervisor Fernandez can look at it and compare it with what the Town has.

Supervisor Fernandez also stated that the Selective insurance company will not cover the fines or penalties as there is a clause that
states there is an exclusion contract for that of the {RS not being paid. But they are looking into seeing if the insurance can cover the
repairing the damages that it’s costing the Town.

Morehouse Youth Group- Supervisor Fernandez has spoke with Sonya DeVuyst about the youth group becoming its own entity. And
they are working on this.

Streetlights- Supervisor Fernandez stated that National Grid and the Town of Morehouse is continuing to move forward, with putting
the new led streetlights and moving streetlights. Fernandez wants to have a work session with the Town Board so that they can map
out what is happening and where they want all the new streetlights. So that the town board can compare notes and see all the notes
that he has. The work session is for talking and comparing only, there will be no resolutions made at these sessions. Everything that
is agreed upon will be brought up at the next Town Board meeting. The public is welcome to come. Supervisor Fernandez set the
work session for the 27' of March at 10am. At the Recreation Center,

Supervisor Fernandez received a letter from National Grid, stating that they are going to start putting meters on all the customers
houses starting this spring or early summer. With these meters on your houses, will be used so National Grid can track customers
electric usage, and connect or disconnect right from the office. They will be able to use this to bill every customer accordingly.

Zoning Boards of Appeal- The Town of Morehouse is still down 2 positions for the Zoning Board. Richard Doell spoke up and said that
he would take 1 of the positions. Richard Doel will be appointed next Town Board Meeting.

Recreation Building- Supervisor Fernandez stated that all the locks have been changed and all the Town Board members have a key.
Supervisor Fernadez and Irma have a key also, The Town clerk has one that whenever anyone needs the use of the building, they can
go to her and sign the key out and sign it back in when they have returned it. With the phones being on Lock, Supervisor Fernandez
called the Board of Elections to ask about the election members having to call them, and the Board of Elections said that they can
use a cell phone. They don't need a landline to call out. Supervisor Fernandez stated the AED has been ordered, we have not
received it. He has the voucher on the abstract but, he has asked the Hamilton County Accounting Service to hold the check until we
receive the unit. Supervisor Fernandez also stated that the Town has bought 2 new highchairs for the Rec. Center.

Town Hall- Supervisor Fernandez stated that the Town Hall has bought 2 new chairs and a filing cabinet. The locks for the office and
the vault have been changed. And that the copier has been upgraded, and is working well.

Cell Tower Update- Supervisor Fernandez stated he had a zoom meeting this afternoon, March 12th 2024, the contracts are being
accepted by the Adirondack Park Agency, They are accepting public comment on this. They will then do another review and open it
up to public comment again. Supervisor Fernadez thinks it would be in our best interest to write a letter supporting the cell tower, as
it will help our Fire Company and all the town members very much,




Webpage and information Technology (IT) Services- Supervisor Fernandez stated that the webpage was up and running, Denver is
doing a great job, with it.

Fire Department Contract Report- Supervisor Fernanderz stated that a couple of months ago there was a major conflict the the Fire
Department and a Fire call that the Town had. The trucks that were needed were not in service, and the rescue truck did not have
any apparatus on it that was needed for the call. Supervisor Fernandez contacted James Luck the Fire Chief And told him he needed
to make changes in the Fire Company and with the Fire Trucks. And Fernandez wanted it in writing that the changes were made.
Supervisor Fernandez received the letter stating that changes have been made,

New Business

Notice of noncompliance- Supervisor Fernandez stated that he received a letter from the Treasury Department saying that the Town
of Morehouse was in noncompliant stated with them, it has to do with COVID Funds. We received COVID Funds and Stephanie and |
are looking into finding any information we can regarding the COVID Funds. Supervisor Fernandez has no idea as of right now, how
much money The Town received or what The Town spent it on. Supervisor Fernandez Is working on getting into the treasury
Department website as the last Town Clerk has the password.

Process Regarding Building Permits- Tabled Lenny would like to be heard.

Supervisor Fernandez would like a moticn to approve a mailout notification to the town members, of town revaluation process for
2024, It is estimated to be around $500.00 for postage.

Mary Ann Mosher made a motion to approve up to $500.00 for mailings of notifications of Town revatuations for 2024 8rian Taylor
seconded it. Motion carried

Aves Nays
S. DeVuyst None
B. Taylor

B. Ubele

M. Mosher

A. Fernandez

Sonya made a motion to authorize Supervisor Fernandez to attend a (2) day seminar sponsored by the Association od Towns of New
York. Town Finance School, May 7' and 8%, with the approximate cost is $500.00. Brian Taylor seconded it. Motion carried.

Ayes Nays
S. DeVuyst None
B. Taylor

B. Ubele

M. Mosher

A. Fernandez
Supervisor Fernandez opened the meeting to the public.

Melonie Luck spoke up and wanted to know if she had missed something about her historian position? Supervisor Fernandez stated
that in the beginning of the year he tabled the Historian position because he wanted to look into the position to see exactly what it

entails. Supervisor Fernandez said he didn’t know what it was that she does or what they are paying for. Melonie asked if He wanted
to set up a meeting so she can explain what she does. And Supervisor Fernandez said yes, we will get together and set up a meeting|




Denver Steinmetz is looking for Spring pictures for the website. Sheryl Flemming said that she gave Stephanie and Bill Spring pictures
last year. Stephanie Tichenor stated “I will be sending you some spring pictures Denver”

Supervisor Fernandez Stated He went 1o the Fireworks in Oxbow. That were put on by the Lake Pleasant Riders, He said they were
amazing! Fernandez also found out that the pyrotechnics were based out of Utica NY. And the Town gets ours out of Vermont.
Supervisor Fernandez is going to look into if they would do our fireworks show next FebFest and how much it would cost the Town.
As the price of the pyrotechnics that we have now will be going up $1,000.00 from last year. Supervisor Fernandez stated that he will
bring what he finds out to a future Town Board Meeting.

Martha Murray stated that she walks French Road everyday and is appalled at all the trash on the sides of the road. Martha asked if
there was anything the Town can do about it. Supervisor Fernandez said that there really wasn’t anything they can do about the
litterers, as the county has just so much manpower. That the Town always has a community clean up day in the spring and everyone
goes around and collects the litter on the sides of the road. Stephanie Tichenor stated that she received an email asking if there was
anyone working on that. | reached out to Marylin Wilson who worked it last year, and Marylin stated that she wouldn’t be able to do
it this year. So Stephanie said that She would be working with the County on this, this year.

Supervisor Fernandez closed the meeting to the public.

Sonya DeVuyst made a motion to adjourn the March 12 meeting. Brian Taylor seconded it. Motion carried.

Aves Nays

S. DeVuyst None

B. Taylor

B. Ubele

M. Mosher Truly wr n by:
iAot

A. Fernandez Stephanle chhenor

Morehouse Town Clerk




