The August meeting for the Morehouse Town Board was called to order by Anthony Fernandez at 7pm on
Tuesday August 13t 2024, SuperVisor Fernandez opened the meeting by leading the Town Board Members and

Morehouse Town Board Meeting

August 13t 2024

the Members of the Public in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

Members present:

Sonya DeVuyst

Brian Taylor

Mary Ann Mosher

William Uebele

Members absent:

None

Town Supervisor: Anthony Fernandez

Town Clerk: Stephanie Tichenor

Members of the Public present: .

Ed & Linda Sherman

Karen Fernandez
Ed Post

Robert Ford
Jennifer Tichenor
Bill & Sue Eckier
Sarah DeVuyst

Tucker Bulger

Wayne & Sheryl Fleming
Denver Steinmetz
Lynn Kerstner
Kelly Tichenor
Phyllis Mosher
Dan Key
~ Sue Leveille

John & Judy DeCarlos

Soil & Water, Caitlin Stewart, Katie WHitKovits & Lenny Croote

Supervisor Fernandez opened the meeéting for public comment.

Dan Key stated he was very unhappy with the outcome of the speed survey that was conducted on French
Road, as the only MPH reader that malfunctioned was the reader by his house. And mainly the reason he
wanted the survey done. Supervisor Fernandez said that the speed limit is 55mph and he understands that it




feels like they are going faster than that. But there is no way to supervise'that. Dan Key stated that he was
going up the chain and complain about the speed limit. Supervisor Fernandez stated he understood, and that
he would talk to Tracy Eldridge to see if there was anything else that could be done. No further comment.

Supervisor Fernandez closed the meeting to the public.

Sonya DeVuyst made a motion to accept the meeting minutes as printed from the July 9t 2024 Town Board
Meeting, Mary Ann Mosher seconded it. Motion carried.

Avyes Nays

Sonya DeVuyst None
Mary Ann Mosher

William Uebele

Brian Taylor

Anthony Fernandez

William Uebele made a motion to accept the Officers Reports from the Town Clerk, the Supervisor and The
Town Justice. There was no report for the Highway Department. Sonya DeVuyst-seconded it. Motion carried.

Ayes Nays

Sonya DeVuyst None
Mary Ann Mosher

William Uebele

Brian Taylor

Anthony Fernandez

Sonya DeVuyst made a motion to accept the Highway and general fund invoices #24-218 thru 24-241, The
General Fund totaled $5,130.97 and the Highway fund totaled $2,671.01. Brian Taylor seconded it. Motion
carried.

Avyes Nays

Sonya DeVuyst None
Mary Ann Mosher

William Uebele

Brian Taylor

Anthony Fernandez



There was a presentation from Soil & Water. Caitlin Stewart talked about the Annual Report that was done in
2023 and what they wanted to do in 2024. They also talked about the water testing and soil erosion. Katie
WHitKovits talked about the Invasive Knotwood weed control. And how they are trying to get rid of it.

There was a presentation by Sony DeVuyst on the Fire Department. Supervisor Fernandez made a motion to
accept the Fire Departments report. Brian Taylor seconded it. Motion carried.

Aves Nays

Sonya DeVuyst None
Mary Ann Mosher

William Uebele

Brian Taylor

Anthony Fernandez

William Uebele made a motion to introduce Local Law # & of 2024, (Ethics in Government) Sonya DeVuyst
seconded it. Motion carried. -

Ayes Nays

Sonya DeVuyst None
Mary Ann Mosher

William Uebele

Brian Taylor

Anthony Fernandez

.
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Mary Ann Mosher made a motion to introduce Local Law #7 of 2024 {Prior Written Notice}. Brian Taylor
seconded it. Motion carried..

Ayes Nays

Sonya DeVuyst None
Mary Ann Mosher

William Uebele

Brian Taylor

Anthony Fernandez




Mary Ann Mosher made a motion to accept Resolution #24-8-1, approving Policy Update Against
Discrimination and Harassment. William Uebele seconded it. Motion carried.

Avyes Nays

Sonya DeVuyst None
Mary Ann Mosher

William Uebele

Brian Taylor

Anthony Fernandez

Supervisor Fernandez stated that he talked to the Discrimination and Harassment training feader, and she
stated that they will do a mandatory inhouse training. On either September 18" or 19t At either 10:30am or
1pm. Supervisor Fernandez asked if there was any preference, there wasn’t. Supervisor Fernandez stated that
he will talk to Hugh Farber and ask him which time would be better for them. And He will set it up. This is
mandatory for all Town of Morehouse Employees. If for some reason they are not able to make it, they have to
show proof that they took it online.

Sonya DeVuyst made a motion to accept Resolution # 24-8-2, Authorizing the IRS Payment. Mary Ann Mosher
seconded it. Motion carried.

Aves Nays

Sonya DeVuyst None
Mary Ann Mosher

William Uebele

Brian Taylor

Anthony Fernandez

Brian Taylor made a motion to accept Resolution #24-8-3, Approving the hiring of Carpenter/Maintenance
Employee. William Uebele seconded it. Motion Carried.

Aves Nays

Sonya DeVuyst None
Mary Ann Mosher

William Uebele

Brian Taylor

Anthony Fernandez



William Uebele made a motion to app'oint'Ed Post as the new Carpenter/Maintenance Employee. Sonya
DeVuyst seconded it, Motion carried.

Ayes Nays

Sonya DeVuyst None |
Mary Ann Mosher

William Ueb

Brian Taylor

Anthony Fernandez

Brian Tayler made a motion to accept Resolution #24-8-4, Authorizing the Town Court to apply for a Grant
through the Justice Court Assistance Program, Sonya DeVuyst seconded it. Motion carried.

Ayes Nays . .

Sonya DeVuyst None
Mary Ann Mosher

William Uebele

Brian Taylor

Anthony Fernandez

Old Business .

Hamilton County Accounting Service- Hamilton county Accounting Service is working on getting direct deposit
in working order. There is a vendor that they have to go through and they are setting it all up.

Comptroller Office AFR’S — Supervisor Fgr'handez stated that the Comptroller’s Office Contacted him and the
Town will be starting the annual AFR’S starting in 2024, as there was not enough documentation to file the past
AFR’s. The comptrollers Office stated that the past AFR’S will be marked as not filed.

tnsurance Claim regarding prior AUD reporting- Supervisor Fernandez stated that The Town's Insurance

Company will not accept the claim for the past IRS fees accrued due to federal, State, Municipality Regulatory
System.

Maintenance of Rec Center roof over door, the main roof and the paining of the Highway Garage is still
pending. There have been a few quotes. It has been tabled to next month.




Streetlight upgrade- Supervisor Fernandez stated that the Streetlight upgrade is moving forward. It is now in
the instillation scheduling phase.

IRS (PITS-IRS information service}- Supervisor Fernandez stated that PITS did receive information from the IRS.
But it was not the information the Town needed. The information did not match what the Social Security
department said. The information was Tax liability not wages.

Social Security Discrepancy- Supervisor Fernandez stated that information that Social Security department had
and what our W3's says is different. The W3 is what the Supervisor fills out when they do the W2’s. W2's are
sent to the State and W3’s are sent to Social Security. Supervisor Fernandez and the Hamilton County
Accounting service looked over the W2’s and W3 from 2023 and they did not match what Social Security
Department says. Supervisor Fernandez sent all necessary information to the Social Security Department, He is
waiting to hear back from them.

Cell Tower- The Cell tower application processing. The Town of Morehouse has to get a bridge designed to go
over the wetlands on the cell tower property. The County is helping with the design.

FOIL request regarding the Cell Tower- Supervisor Fernandez stated thatThe FOIL request has been sent to
Lenny Croote. Lenny is going to research the cell tower property to see if there were any building permits.

Notice of NON-Compliance (Covid19 Grant}- Supervisor Fernandez stated he was able to find out how much
the grant was for. It was for $7,797.85. He has tried to get on the site repeatedly to no avail. Supervisor
Fernandez did receive an email stating the reason he can’t get any fart!']e'r is because he is not the one that
made the report, William Farber did. The email did consist of a state site that Supervisor Fernandez can go on
and find the report. Supervisor Fernandez stated that he will be warking on that in the near future.

New Business

Board of Assessment Review board- James Luck’s term is expiring from the BOARD on September 30,2024,
James has decided he doesn’t want to be on it another term, Supervisor Fernandez stated the Town Board will
have to figure out who they want to put on the Board of Assessment Review Board.

Kuyahoora Ambulance Service- Supervisor Fernandez stated he contacted Kuyahoors Ambulance to see why
they didn’t make it to the last call, Brian from Kuyahoora stated that they are in need of drivers. They asked if
Morehouse Fire Department was willing to have one of their firemen drive the ambulance if there is a need for
the ambulance in town. Supervisor Fernandez stated that he talked to-the fire Department and that they were
in contact with Kuyahoora.

Volunteer Program- Supervisor Fernandez stated that he called the Insurance company to see if volunteers
were covered under the Town’s insurance. The insurance company sald that any volunteer on Town projects is
covered under liability.

Snowmobile Trails- Supervisor Fernandez stated that the Town Clerk, Stephanie Tichenor is working on getting
the Snowmobile Trail Grant together. They are working on an access pass to be able to get on the trails early
and see what needs to be repaired and replaced. Supervisor Fernandez stated that there is no insurance
coverage for property owners under our insurance, hecause they are covered under the State insurance.
Weare working on getting all the land owner permission slips.




"Supervisor Fuel Authorization- Supervisor Fernandez asked if the Town Board would authorize him to use the
miscellaneous key at the Highway garage, for a couple gallons of gas for drivers that are in dire need. He said

he didn’t want to charge them; he would just charge it to the town. He will bring a report to every meeting, so
that the Town Board knows what he has used.

Brian Taylor made a motion to authorize Supervisor Fernandez to use the miscellaneous gas key, for people in
dire need. William Uebele seconded it. Motion carried.

Aves Navys

Sonya DeVuyst None
Mary Ann Mosher

William Uebele

‘Brian Taylor

Anthony Fernandez

There was a discussion on Supervisor Fernandez looking into prices and vendors for the Furnace repairs and
fuel prices. Supervisor Fernandez would like the Town Board to think about maybe building an addition on the
Rec. Center Building, as the Town Hall is in need of a lot of repairs. The addition would hold a supervisor’s
office, a Town Clerks office and the Post office. The Town Board was acceptable and Supervisor Fernandez
stated he would look into prices of both the new addition and getting the Town Hall fixed.

Supervisor Fernandez stated the Rec. Center broiler was inspected and found a few things that needs to be
addressed. A low water sensor, and a hot water shut off. Supervisor Fernandez stated that maybe because the
Town does not use the Rec Center a whole lot that the Town should think about getting an on demand hot
water heater. It may be cheaper in the long run.

Insurance Safety inspection report- Supervisor Fernandez stated that he received the Inspection report from
the insurance company. There were a few Highway problems that Supervisor Fernandez brought to the
Highway Superintendent. Hugh Farber will be addressing them. There is a lot of old items in the cellar of the
Town hall that needs to be gotten rid of, The Town Highway guys will address that. The under surface of the
playground need to be restructured. It needs 12 inches of wood chips or Rubber chips. The insurance company

gave the Town 60 days to have that fixed. The problem with that is it has to be restructured with all new
drainage.

Mary Ann Mosher made a motion to close down the playground until it is safe to open it back up. Sonya
DeVuyst seconded it. Motion carried.

Ayes Nays

Sonya DeVuyst None
Mary Ann Mosher
William Uebele

Brian Taylor




Anthony Fernandez

Supervisor Fernandez was contacted from Denver Steinmetz and asked if the Town had any problems with a
liguor store coming to town. The Town Board had no oppositions on it.

2025 Budget- Supervisor Fernandez stated that the Town and the Hamilton County Accounting Service is going
to start working on the 2025 Budget. Budget requests will be coming out. '

Supervisor Fernandez stated that with all the storms we have been getting he would like to find a company to
come service all the generators for the Town. The Town Board agreed..

Supervisor Fernandez opened the meeting for public comment.

Caitlin Stewart from Soil and water stated that the Soil and water conservation has a grant for up to $2,000.00
that could help with the work on the playground. She also stated that Lenny Croote could help with the
erosion and drainage.

Supervisor Fernandez wants to change all the lights at the Town offices, the highway department and the Rec
building. It will help with getting the Electric Grant that’s worth up $5,000.00.

Supervisor closed the meeting to the public.

Mary Ann Mosher made a motion to adjourn the Town Board meeting. Sonya DeVuyst seconded it. Motion
carried.

Ayes Nays

Sanya DeVuyst None
Mary Ann Mosher

William Uebele

Brian Taylor

Anthony Fernandez

. Truly Written

. Stephanie Tichenor

) ’Mgréhouse Town clerk



RESOLUTION NO. 24-8-1

APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING THE IMPLEMENTATION OF A POLICY UPDATE
AGAINST DISCRIMINATION AND HARASSMENT FOR THE TOWN OF MOREHOUSE

DATED: AUGUST 13, 2024

BY: “/774/61@)% INesher

WHEREAS, The Morehouse Town Board believes in providing it's workers with a
safe work environment, free of any kind of discrimination or harassment and

WHEREAS, The Morehouse Town Board recognizes the need to review and
update existing policies to meet changing laws and regulatory requirements, and

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, The Morehouse Town Board approved and

authorized the implementation of the Policy Against Discrimination and Harassment, and
be it further

RESOLVED, that said policy shall be dispensed to every employee and that each
employee must receive training regarding said policy, and be it further

RESOLVED, that this policy shall take effect on August 14, 2024, and be it further

RESOLVED, that copies of this policy shall be maintained in the Office of the Town
Clerk and avatlable upon request,

Seconded by: (ﬂ(é@@ﬁﬂ Mgbgfg ;.

DeVuyst: v
Mosher: v’
Uebele: v
Taylor: v’
Fernandez: v

)Jéﬂfmw/&/fwmm

Stephanie Tichnor

Morehouse Town Clerk
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RESOLUTION NO. 24-8-2

TRANSFER OF FUNDS FOR IRS PAYMENT

DATED: AUGUST 13, 2024

Bv: g m’j’ﬂ“ s \//udmﬁ

WHEREAS, the Town of Morehouse received notification from the Internal
Revenue Service of delinquent 2023 payroll taxes in the amount of $3,997.46 including
interest and penalties, and

WHEREAS, the amount was due upon receipt and the Town had not budgeted
for such an expenditure in-the 2024 budget, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, that $3,997.46 be fransferred from the Unappropriated General
Fund Balance to account A.8030.800, Social Security, to make said payment.

Seconded by: “ZQ[),L%QJ@[Z 222@5/.11.@

DeVuyst: t/
Mosher: L

Uebele: v
Taylor: v

Fernandez: v

Jé}{?ﬁéb%m

Stephanie Tichnor

Y Viardl

4 FAnthony Fermandez

Morehouse Town Supervisor Morehouse Town Clerk







RESOLUTION NO. 24-8-3

CREATE AND FUND PART-TIME CARPENTER/LABORER

DATED: AUGUST 13, 2024

BY: _Muﬁ&@m_dm&/

WHEREAS, the Town-of Morehouse is in need of a part-time carpenter/laborer to
perform maintenance and repairs, and

WHEREAS, the part-time carpenter/laborer will receive compensation, to be paid
biweekly, at a rate of $30.00 per hour, and

WHEREAS, the Town had not budgeted for such an expenditure in the 2024
budget, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, that expenditure account number A.1620.101, Buildings, P/T

Laborer, be created and funded from the Unappropriated General Fund Balance in the
amount of $5,000.00.

Seconded by: J&'m(jJ/cL /ﬁéVMy&t

DeVuyst: v’
Mosher: v
Uebele: v
Taylor: | v
Fernandez: v’

ﬁé[mwjvﬁ/mwﬂ

Stephanie Tichnor

Morehouse Town Supervisor Morehouse Town Clerk







RESOLUTION NO. 24-8-4

AUTHORIZING MOREHOUSE TOWN COURT TO MAKE APPLICATION FOR A
JUSTICE COURT ASSISTANCE PROGRAM GRANT

DATED: AUGUST 13, 2024

BY: 134 (Q-ﬂ- \ ]aﬁ fé&

WHEREAS, the Morehouse Town Board received notification from the

Morehouse Town Court that funding though a Justice Court Assistance Program Grant
is available to the Town Court, and

WHEREAS, the Morehouse Town Board recognizes the need to upgrade
facilities and equipment utilized in the Town Coutts office, and

WHEREAS, the Morehouse town budget doesnt mciude funding for such
improvements or upgrades, therefore be it

RESOLVED, the Board of the Town of Morehouse authorizes the Morehouse
Town Court to apply for a JCAP grant in the 2024-25 grant cycle up to $30,000.00.

Seconded by: Qmu{@ AQ(ML;M

DeVuyst; v
Mosher: v~
Uebele: 1/
Taylor: v~
Fernandez: |/

/’ QOAMWZ?(W 20/,

//J/Jﬂﬂmu'/'l/
NS T B ’ Stephanie Tichnor

Morehouse Town Supervisor Morehouse Town Clerk







