February Morehouse Town Meeting

February 13" 2024

The February meeting for the Town Board was called to order at 7pm on Tuesday February 13" 2024,

Supervisor Fernandez opened the meeting, by feading the Town Board and the Members of the Public in the
Pledge of Alliance to the Flag.

Members Present: William Uebhele

Sonya DeVuyst
Brian Taylor

Members Absent: Mary Ann Mosher

Town Supervisor: Anthony Fernandez

Town Clerk: Stephanie Tichenor

Deputy Town Clerk: Jennifer Tichenor

In Attendance: Karen Fernandez
Denver Steinmetz
Daniel Key
Edward Sherman
Linda Sherman
Wayne Flemming
Sheryl Flemming
Lynn Kerchner
Robert Ford
Philis Mosher
Charlie Rouff
Melanie Luck
John Howard
Glenn Murray
Martha Murray
Warne Fredricks

lames Christopher




Pattie Christopher
Sarah DeVuyst
Liam DeVuyst
Supervisor Fernandez opens the floor to the Public for any Comments and/or Questions,

Waren Fredricks, wants to know when the streetlight was going to be put up near the front of his property.
Supervisor Fernandez stated that he was new to the streetlight change over, because they put the previous
streetlight in the wrong location. Supervisor Fernandez also states that he has been talking to Mr. Higgins a
representative from National Grid and it will take 3-6 months till the streetlight are all officially changed. And
after that is finished is when Supervisor Fernandez will get the Pole Number from Mr. Fredricks and make sure
a streetlight is put in front of his property.

Waren Fredricks also asked about a ‘No Passing Zone’ be put up on Hoffmeister Hill. Supervisor Fernandez said
that he will see what he can do.

With no further Questions and/ or Comments; the Meeting was closed to the Public.

Brian Taylor makes a Motion to accept the Meeting Minutes as printed from the January 4%, 2024, Board
Meeting. Sonya DeVuyst seconded it. Motion Carried.

Ayes Nays

W. Uebele None

B. Taylor

S. DeVuyst

Absent

M. Mosher

Brian makes a Motion to accept the Officers Reports, Bill Uebele seconded it. Motion Carried.

Aves Nays

W. Uebele None
B. Taylor

S. DeVuyst

Absent

M. Mosher

Bill Uebele makes a Motion to Authorize Payment of the General Fund Invoices, Brian Taylor seconded it.
Motion Carried.

Avyes Nays

W, Uebele None

B. Taylor




S, PeVuyst
Absent
M. Mosher

Brian Taylor makes a Motion to Authorize Payment of the Highway Fund Invoices, Bill Uebele seconded it.
Motion Carried.

Aves Nays

W. Uebele None

B. Taylor

S. DeVuyst

Absent

M. Mosher

Sonya DeVuyst makes a Motion to approve the following appointments:
Deputy Supervisor: MaryAnn Mosher

Town Attorney: William P. Schmitt Esq., effective January 1%,2024.
Snowmobile Trail Groomer: Greg D. Schuber effective January 22"%,2024
Brian seconded, Mation carried.

Aves Nays

W, Uebele None
B. Taylor

S. DeVuyst

Absent

M. Mosher

Sonya DeVuyst makes a Motion to accept the Audit of the Town Magistrates Annual Report, seconded by Bill
Uebele. Motion Carried.

Aves Nays
W. Uebele None
B. Taylor

S, DeVuyst

Absent

M. Mosher




Bill Uebele makes a motion to proceed with the National Grid streetlight modifications, seconded by Sonya
DeVuyst. Motion Carried.

Avyes Nays

W, Uebele None
B. Taylor

S. DeVuyst

Absent

M. Mosher

Bill Uebele makes a Motion to continue the contracted ambulance services with Kuyahoora Valley Ambulance
and make the required payment, Brian Taylor seconded it. Motion Carried.

Ayes Nays

W. Uebele None
B. Taylor

S. DeVuyst

Absent

M. Mosher

The County has prorated the contract costs of the County taking over the accounting from the Town, for 2024
as we are already into February. The County Treasurer has agreed to utilize our desktop and accounting
software to avoid the costs of new software for 2024. This allows time to plan for the costs in the 2025 budget.

Bill Uebele made a motion to enter into shared services agreement with Hamilton County, for all accounting.
Resolution was sighed Resolution 24-2. Brian Taylor seconded it. Motion carried.

Ayes Nays

W. Uebele None
B. Taylor

S. DeVuyst

Absent

M. Mosher

Supervisor Fernandez stated As of February 13" 2024 the Town of Morehouse had not paid IRS Payrol| taxes
for June, September and December quarters for the year of 2022. The IRS has given the Town the amount in
which was due to them with penalties and interest.

June 30,2022 $16,751.81 Taxes Due $3,033.86 Penalties and Interest

September30, 2022 $16,959.35 Taxes Due $ 3,691.62 Penalties and Interest




December 31, 2022 $ 10,029.98 Taxes Due $ 5,496.93 Penaities and interest

Sonya DeVuyst made a motion to pay the IRS a total of $55,963.55 for unpaid Payrol! taxes for the year of
2022, Brian Taylor seconded it. Motion carried.

Ayes Nays

W. Uebele None
B. Taylor

S. DeVuyst

Absent

M. Mosher

Resolution 24-3 was drafted. See last page

June 30,2022 $16,751.81 Taxes Due $3,033.86 Penalties and Interest
September30, 2022 - $16,959.35 Taxes Due $ 3,691.62 Penalties and Interest
December 31, 2022 $ 10,029.98 Taxes Due $ 5,496.93 Penalties and interest

Sonya DeVuyst made a motion to reappoint Brandy Chapple to the Morehouse Youth group Appointments,
Brian seconded it. Motion carried.

Brandy Chapple 12/31/23
Marilyn Wilson 12/31/24
Jenn Tichenor 12/31/28
Melonie Luck 12/31/26
Sonya DeVuyst 12/31/26

Biill Uebele made a motion to reappoint Ed Sherman to the Board of Assessment Review, effective 10/1/23-
9/30/2028. Brian Taylor seconded it, Motion carried.

Ayes Nays
W. Uebele None
B. Taylor

S. DeVuyst

Absent

M. Mosher




Board of Assessment review

Wayne Fleming 10/1/22-9/30/2027
James Luck 10/1/19-9/30/24
Edward Sherman 10/1/23-9/30/28

There was a presentation from Denver Steinmetz about the Town Property Annual Assessment

Denver stated that the State of New York Board of Assessments reached out to him. NY State wants a full
reevaluation of all the Town of Morehouse Properties. Surveys are supposed to be done yearly at a maximum
of up to 5 years. The Town of Morehouse hasn’t done theirs in 10 years. The deadline was February 16th,
Denver stated that there was no way that he can get all the properties done by then. He worked with the State
and for the year of 2024 he is going to raise the assessment value level 5% across the board. And decrease the
County Evaluation 5%. But he will have to reevaluate all properties in the Town of Morehouse starting in the
spring of 2024,

Old Business

AED- there was a discussion of if the Town should buy new or refurbished AED’s The Town decided to go with a
refurbished AED , to cut down some of the cost. $600 vs $1200.

Sonya DeVuyst made a motion to purchase a refurbished AED for $600.00, Brian seconded it. Motion carried.

Aves Nays

W, Uebele None
B. Taylor

S. DeVuyst

Absent

M, Mosher

Supervisor Fernendez wants to upgrade the new copier that the Town bought 6 months ago, He stated the
$3,200.00 copier presently only copies. He also stated that the Town has a 5 year contract on the same
machine and it should copy, print, scan, fax, and be WIFI capable. Ricoh said that we can make all that happen
with a $600.00 fax module upgrade.

Sonya DeVuyst made a motion to have the copier upgraded for $600.00 plus installation fees, Bill Uebele
seconded it, Motion carried.

Avyes Nays
W. Uebele None
B. Taylor

S. DeVuyst

Absent




M. Mosher

Once the Fax module is received, Supervisor Fernandez will get in contact with Ricoh and will make an
appointment to have the copier all upgraded.

Alarm System in Recreation Building- The Alarms were checked by the Foresite Alarms, He believed the trouble
alarms were caused by the phone lines, He recommended an upgrade tying the alarm and the WIF! service
together. $300-5400. Supervisor Fernandez Stated he had the phone lines checked by NTCNET They rewired
the fiberoptic cables to the alarm. There have been no problems since. Supervisor Fernandez recommends
that the Town wait and see if the problem persists. Supervisor Fernandez also stated that he put a toll block on
the rec center phone.

Melonie Luck asked How are they supposed to call the Board of Elections on election days? Supervisor
Fernandez Stated that he would talk to Board of Elections on this topic.

Locks to the Recreation Center will be re-keyed, and the Town Board, Town Clerk and Town Supervisor will be
the only ones with a key. The Town Clerk will have a key for all others that obtain permission to use the
building. The key will be signed in and out with the Town Clerk,

Supervisor Fernandez Stated the roof over the doorway of the Rec Center Is being looked at by a contractor
and they will give him an estimate so that it can possibly be done in the spring.

Cell Tower Update- Morehouse has taken all the steps that have been necessary for aur part of the project.
Supervisor Fernandez has been appointed to the County Committee handling this and he receives updated
every 2 weeks.

Fireworks- Supervisor Fernandez stated the fireworks went well, He was advised that Morehouse had received
a reduced rate this year even though it was $5,500.00, $500 more than last year. Next years rate is $6,500 for
2025 budget purposes.

Snowmobite Trails- Trails are currently closed, and will remain closed until snow conditions improve. One
groomer resigned; we hired Greg Schuber as a groomer. Supervisor Fernandez has spoken to the trail
coordinators and they will take the necessary action to finish out the season. The Town will have to plan for a
more permanent solution for 2024-2025 season.

Town Heating Equipment- Supervisor Fernandez has contacted several local vendors requesting maintenance
of our furnaces for the Town Hall and recreation Building. All required that we need to receive deliveries from
them in order for them to provide services. Our current vendor, Superior Fuel will provide such service.

New Business

Sonya DeVuyst makes a Motion to approve discarding of town owned equipment that has depreciated and
reached its usable life, a list of equipment is attached. Bill Uebele seconded it, Motion carried.

Ayes Nays

B.Uebele None

B. Taylor

S. DeVuyst

Absent

M. Mosher

Bill Uebele makes a motion that the Webpage and Information Technology (IT) Services, recommended by
Supervisor Fernandez that Denver Steinmetz be appointed the Town Webmaster and IT person. Webpage at the
annual rate and IT as needed at an hourly rate, replacing North Shore Solutions out of Watertown NY. Brian




Taylor seconded the Motion carried.

Ayes Nays

B.Uebele None

B. Taylor

S. DeVuyst

Absent

M. Mosher

Discussion Supervisor Fernandez requested a Report from the Chief regarding a recent Fire Call, due to an
under-stocked fire-truck. He also requested a copy of the Fire Departments Contract Report and Insurance
Certificate, that was handed in by the President of the Fire Department Bill Uebele. Only moments before the
meeting Supervisor Fernandez received a Facebook Message stating "We had a meeting; things will get better™.
Supervisor Fernandez, does not accept this as an acceptable answer from the chief of the Morehouse Fire
department. Supervisor Fernandez also stated that he will give the chief until the end of the Month for an
acceptable report, then he will be meeting with that Towns Attorney.

Sonya Devuyst stated that In the December meeting the Town decided to buy 2 new high chairs for the
Recreation Center, and we haven't heard anything about it since. Supervisor Fernandez said he wouid look into
it and get 2 High chairs ordered,

Supervisor Fernandez suggested having a "Workshop Meeting' where committees can come for an open
discussion on current and upcoming events, Board Members agree on a trial basis, committees will meet
Wednesdays from 9:00am to 10:00am.

Bill Uebele brought up the fact that dogs should be on leeches in Public Places. Sonya DeVuyst Said we should
purchase signage stating that all Dogs need to be on leashes (except hunting dogs) and there are to be
absolutely no dogs on the playground. There will be a motion for this at next months meeting.

Bill Uebele asked the Board if the Fire department can store a Merchandise Cabinet in the Recreation Center.
Brian Taylor Motions that a cabinet be placed in the recreation center for Fire department merchandise, Sonya
DeVuyst seconded it. Motion Carried.

Note: Robert Wilson is attempting to set up EMT and/ or First Responder Training for anyone who is interested.

Supervisor Fernandez Opens the floor to the Public for any questions and/ or comments.

Patti Christopher, would like to thank the Towns Highway Department for all their hard work and continued
work over the winter.,

Supervisor Fernandez closed the floor to the Public.

Brian Taylor makes a motion to Adjourn, Sonya DeVuyst seconded it. Motion Carried

Sincerely yours,

Stephanie Tichenor

Morehouse Town Clerk







