Morehouse Town Board Meeting

" July 9% 2024

il

The meeting for the Morehouse Town Board was called to order by Anthony Fernandez at 7pm on Tuesday July 9" 2024,

Supervisor Fernandez opened the meeting by leading the Town Board Members and The Members of the Publicin the
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag,

Members Present: o Members Absent:
Sonya DeVuyst ' | None

Brian Taylor |

Bill Uehele

Mary Ann Mosher

Supervisor: Anthony Fernandez

Town Clerk: Stephanie Tichenor

Members of the Public present:

Kelly Tichenor Jennifer Tichefnor
Ryan Tichenor Linda Sherman
Deborah Bushnoe Steve Babcock
Phyllis Mosher Ed-Poét' _

Wayne and Sheryl Fleming
Jean and Richard Doell
Susanne and Bill Eckler

Marc Fernandez

Supervisor Fernandez opened the meeting to the Members of the Public for comments.

There were ne comments from the Public.



Sonya DeVuyst made a motion to accept the meeting minutes as printed from the June 11" 2024 meeting minutes. Mary
Ann Mosher seconded it. Motion carried.

Ayes Nays
Sonya DeVuyst None
Bill Uebele

Brian Taylor

Mary Ann Mosher

Anthony Fernandez

Brian Taylor made a motion to accept the Officers reports. Bill Uebele seconded it. Motion carried,

Ayes Nays
Sonya DeVuyst None
Bill Uehele

Brian Taylor

Mary Ann Mosher

Anthony Fernandez

There was no Highway Report,

Sanya DeVuyst made a motion authorizing the payment of the General Fund invoices #24/183-24/215 in the amount of
$34,111.87. Mary Ann Mosher seconded it. Motion carried.

Ayes Nays
Sonya DeVuyst None
Bill Uebele

Brian Taylor

Mary Ann Mosher

Anthony Fernandez

Mary Ann Mosher made a motion autherizing the payment of the Highway Fund invoices, #24/207-24/214. Sonya
DeVuyst seconded it. Motion Carried.

Ayes Nays

Sonya DeVuyst None



Bill Uebele
Brian Taylor
Mary Ann Mosher

Anthony Fernandez

Supervisor Fernandez opened the meeting to the public for questions or comments on the Local Law #5 of 2024.

Real Property Tax Opi-Out Law.

There was no comment from the members of the public. Supervisor Fernandez closed the open session.

There was a discussion on what Local Law #5 would mean, Supervisor Fernandez stated that the Town of Morehouse can

not stop the Solar Farms from coming into our town, but this Law would stop them from getting tax credits and tax
exemptions, :

Sonya DeVuyst made a motion to adopt Local Law #5 “Real Property Tax Opt-Out”, Bill Uebele seconded it. Motion
carried.

Ayes i Nays
Sonya DeVuyst ~-. [ None
Biii Uebele ;

Brian Taylor

Mary Ann Mosher |

Anthony Fernandez
The Presentation for the Fire Department was tabled to the August 13" meeting.

Bill Uebeie made a motion to'accept Resolution #24-7-1, Authorizing compensation for the Town Assessor for conducting
a Town wide property revaluation: Brian Taylor seconded it. Motion carried.

Ayes - Nays
Sonya DeVuyst None
Bill Uebele .

Brian Taylor

Mary Ann Mosher

Anthony Fernandez




Bill Uebele made a motion to accept Resolution #24-7-2, Authorizing contractual payment to the Morehouse Volunteer
Fire Company. Sonya DeVuyst seconded it. Motion carried.

Ayes Nays
Sonya DeVuyst None
Bill Uebele

Brian Taylor

Mary Ann Mosher

Anthony Fernandez

Bili Uebele made a motion to accept Resolution #24-7-3, Authorizing payments of utility bills and contractual obligations.
Mary Ann Mosher seconded it. Motion carried.

Aves Nays
Sonya DeVuyst None
Bill Uebele

Brian Tayior

Mary Ann Mosher

Anthony Fernandez

Brian Taylor made a motion to accept Resalution #24-7-4, Amending 2024 Budget appropriations for CHIPS, EWR, POP
and PAVENY. Bill Uebele seconded it. Motion carried,

Ayes Nays
Sonya DeVuyst None
Bill Uebele

Brian Taylor

Mary Ann Mosher

Anthony Fernandez

OLD BUSINESS

Speed Survey- Speed Survey: French Road

Unit #1 Southwest Traffic just past the Town Garage
5/14 through 6/2

899 vehicles recorded



85% of vehicle speed 28.9 MPH

Average Speed 23.62 MPH

Maximum Speed Recorded 49 MPH

Unit #2 Southwest Traffic near the bridge
5/14 through 6/2 -

630 vehicles recorded

85% of vehicle speed 30.69 MPH

Average Speed 27.3 MPH

Maximum Speed Recorded 51 MPH

Unit #3 Northeast Traffic between Route 8 and the bridge
5/14 through 6/2

619 vehicles recorded

85% of vehicle speed 28.94 MPH

Average Speed 23.6 MPH

Maximum Speed Recorded 51 MPH

Unit #4 Northeast Traffic just after the bridge
5/14 through 6/2 |

Unit Malfunctioned

Supervisor Fernandez advised that he reviewed the results with the County Highway Superintendent and no further
action will be taken regarding reducing the speed limit on French Road.

Hamilton County Accounting Service- The Hamilton County Accounting Service was having problems with the computer’s
antivirus. So, Supervisor Fernandez sent Denver Steinmetz up there to fix it. The computer was fixed.

Maintenance of Town Buildings- Supervisor Fernandez stated he has a meeting with a contractor on Thursday, to have
him inspect the Roof over the front door of the Rec Center, the Rec Center roof and Painting the Town Garage. Supervisor
Fernandez stated that he would let everyone know when he gets the reports back from him with an estimate.

Streetlight update- Supervisor Fernandez contacted National Grid and National Grid stated Morehouse Conversion plan
has been submitted to their design department, it will then be forwarded to a third-party installer. The estimated
timeframe for installation is 1-2 months. .

Comptroller's Demand for Updated AUD’S- {name changed to AFR)}- Supervisor Fernandez received an email from a new
auditor that is looking into the Town of Morehouse AFR’s, He emailed her back and was able to get a phone call.
Supervisor Fernandez advised her of what the Town was doing and how much trouble it is having getting alf the past
AUD’S’s done. Supervisor Fernandez also told her that he had met with the County Treasurer and they stated that the




books haven't been reconciled in years. The auditor from Comptroller’s office wanted an email that stated when the
Town of Morehouse is going to start doing the AFR’S, Supervisor Fernandez contacted the Towns attorney to discuss
what the town’s exposure was if we, the town did not complete prior AUD’S. The Attorney stated he had researched this
issue in the past and could find no information regarding a negative action being taken against a town. Supervisor
Fernandez recommends a pause in further action and presented Resolution #24-7-5 “Authorizing A Pause on Further
Action or Expenditures on Past Annual Updated Documents” for consideration. This is so that the Town Board
understands that with all the missing information, there is no way to complete the past AUD’S up. Supervisor Fernandez
recommended preparing future AFR’S starting in 2024,

Bill Uebele made a motion to accept Resclution #24-7-5, “Authorizing a Pause on Further Actions or Expenditures on Past
Annual Updated Documents” Brian Taylor seconded it. Motion carried.

Ayes Nays
Sonyé DeVuyst None
Bill Uebele

Brian Taylor

Mary Ann Mosher

Anthony Fernandez

IRS Update-Supervisor Fernandez stated that_the Town has not received any more letters from the IRS. Supervisor
Fernandez aiso stated that He has given Power of Attorney to PITS Tax Service, so that they can look into our records. We
have no new news on that.

Cell Tower update- The Town is still waiting for approval of the APA bridge to site and FOI| request. The County has
offered to build it for the Town.

Notice of noncompliance- {The Covid-19 Grant} The Town of Morehouse is still nét comphant Supervisor Fernandez
stated that he is still working on this.

New Business

There was a discussion regarding furnace repairs and fuel purchases for facilities. The Town Clerk has collected gallonage
records, We will determine if we can simply solicit price quotes or need to go out to bid.

Fishing Derby- The fishing contest on June 22, 2024 was a great success even with the bad weather.

Discussion on the floor in the Rec Center. Supervisor Fernandez stated that when the Rec Center floor is wet it is slippery.
Supervisor Fernandez stated that when we repaint the floor, we need to paint it with a rough paint.

Insurance Safety Inspection Insurance Safety Inspection took place on june 28" 2024, There were several items to be
addressed. The safety inspector will be contacting Supervisor Fernandez with the report. As soon as the report comes
back Supervisor Fernandez will let everyone know.

Supervisor Fernandez opened the meeting to the public.

Sheryl Fleming asked if there was a date for the Town to start working on Fayle Road. Supervisor stated that he had
taiked to Hugh Farber the other day, Hugh is waiting to hear back from the vendor about prices. That was the reason for
Resolution to move contractual money around. So, there is no date set as of yet.



Phyllis Mosher asked if the leash [aw is effect.yet. Supervisor Fernandez stated yes, the leash law is now in effect. Once
we pass a law, the Town Clerk will send all the information to the State. Once the Town Clerk receives the paperwork
back from the State, stating they received the information pertaining to the faw, the Law is in effect.

Supervisor Fernandez stated that there wili be a water testing station at Hamilton County Soil & Waste There will be
packets at the Town Hall if you want to have your water tested and Hamilton County will take it to Utica to have it tested

The drop off dates are 8;30-12
July 227 2024-August 19 2024

September 16" 2024

Town Clerk Stephanie Tichenor spoke up and asked about getting the work violence and code of conduct policy updated.
Because the Town hasn’t had it done since 2002. Supervisor Fernandez stated that he is working on that. Supervisor

Fernandez also stated that he is in the works for setting up code of conduct and workplace violence training that will be
mandatory for all Morehouse Town Employees.

Mary Ann Mosher made a motion to adjourn the July Town Board Meeting. Sonya DeVuyst seconded it. Motion Carried

Ayes - Nays
Sonya DeVuyst None
Bill Uebele

Brian Taylor

Mary Ann Mosher

Anthony Fernandez

Truly Written,

Stephanie Tichenor

Morehouse Town Clerk







RESOLUTION NO. 24-71

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING COMPENSATION FOR THE TOWN ASSESSOR FOR
A TOWN WIDE PROPERTY REVAULTION

DATED: JULY 9, 2024

BY: ‘fg /% (f })ﬂﬂﬂ,

WHEREAS, the Town of Morehouse is required to complete a town wide
revaluation of property values, and

WHEREAS, the Town Assessor has agreed to complete the required revaluation,
and

WHEREAS, the Town Board recognizes that the total revaluation of all town
properties is outside of the Tax Assessors normal responsibilities, and

WHEREAS, the Town Board has agreed to compensate the Town Assessor for
the work required to complete the town wide property revaluation, and

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Morehouse Town Board approves the

compensation at the rate of $20.00 per hour to the Town of Morehouse Tax Assessor for

completing a town wide property revaluation, not to exceed 500 hours, and,
be it further

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that expenditure account number A.1355.101,

Assessor Personal Services — Revaluation, be created and funded from the
Unappropriated General Fund Balance in the amount of $10,000.00.

Seconded by: &;@g{i {%#ﬂi

DeVuyst: W
Mosher: ) S

Uebele: ¥
Taylor:; X

Fernandez: X

7
,/////%/ 7 z%&étmg Q_z%a%w 0L
h ephanie lichnor

Morehouse Town Supervisor Morehouse Town Clerk






RESOLUTION NO. 24-7-2

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PAYMENT TO THE MOREHOUSE VOLUNTEER FIRE
COMPANY FOR THE TOWN FIRE PROTECTION CONTRACT

DATED: JULY 9, 2024

BY: E%(QQ ]Aiz_bgﬂg;

WHEREAS, the Town of Morehouse enfered into an agreement with the
Morehouse Volunteer Fire Company for town fire protection, and

WHEREAS, the contract calls for an annual payment in the amount of $56,400.00,
and

WHEREAS, the Morehouse Volunteer Company President has requested said
payment be made, and '

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Morehouse Town Board approves the
payment to the Morehouse Volunteer Fire Company in the amount of $56,400.00, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Supervisor and Hamilton County
Treasurer be authorized to make said payment.

Seconded by: 803%41 &g U[“fgt

DeVuyst: X

Mosher: X
Uebele:
Taylor: X

Fernandez: X

y

{
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4 hdnfFernandez Y

tephanie Tichnoer
Morehouse Town Supervisor Motehouse Town Clerk







RESOLUTION NO, 24-7-3

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF UTILITY BILLS AND CONTRACTUAL
OBLIGATIONS

DATED: JULY 9, 2024

BY: p)\t,@p [/UML

WHEREAS, The Town of Morehouse recognizes that certain utility and
contractual bills need to be paid in a timely manner as to not incur late fees, and

WHEREAS, New York Town Law § 118(2) permits the Town Board to

authorize the payment of utility claims and contractual in advance of the audit of
such claims, and

WHEREAS, paying said utility claims and contractual, in a prompt manner,
will avoid disruption of these needed services, and

WHEREAS, vouchers for all utility claims and contractual paid prior to audit

shall be presented at the next regular meeting of the Town Board for audit pursuant
to the provisions Town Law § 119(1}, and

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, The Town Board authorizes the Bookkeeper to
remit payments from the respective Town checking accounts.

Seconded by: mebr (ng mfl&hﬁ«

DeVuyst: X
Mosher: X
Uebele: ¥
Taylor: X
Fernandez; /]

. f///;.'/l/z//

LR I E Gt

Stephanie Tichnor
Morehouse Town Supervisor Morehouse Town Clerk







RESOLUTION NO. 24-7-4

AMENDING AMOUNT OF 2024 BUDGET APPROPRIATION FOR
CHIPS, EWR, POP AND PAVENY

DATED: JULY 9, 2024

BY: B/w'cwjmal/la*c

WHEREAS, the budget appropriation for CHIPS, EWR, POP and PAVENY for

2024 was set and adopted for $17,000.00 for account DA.5112.0400 Capital
Outlay/CHIPS, and

WHEREAS, the actual adopted State Budget for 2024-2025 for the Town
of Morehouse from the State CHIPS, Pave NY, Pave Our Potholes and

Extreme Weather Recovery fund for the State fiscal year 2024-25 is set at
$407,896.64, and

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the 2024 budget appropriation
DA.5112.0400 be amended from $17,000.00 to $407,896.64 and be offset

by also increasing Revenue account DA.3501 Consolidated Highway, State
Aid from $56,000.00 to $407,896.64.

Seconded by: 5; Q @ MMML

DeVuyst: K
Mosher: X
Uebele: 5(
Taylor: X
X

Fernandez:

Stepharfle Tichnor
Morehouse Town Supervisor Morehouse Town Clerk






RESOLUTION NO. 24-7-5

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A PAUSE ON FURTHER ACTION OR EXPENDITURE
ON PAST ANNUAL UPDATE DOCUMENTS

DATED: JULY 9, 2024

BY: BLMMU{M,QJZ/

WHEREAS, the Town of Morehouse is required to complete and submit Annual
Update Documents to the New York State Comptroller's Office, and

WHEREAS, the prior Town Supervisor had failed to complete and submit said
Annual Update Document, from 2012 through 2023, and

WHEREAS, Town Board and current Town Supervisor have made every effort to
review and investigate prior fown records to comply with the reporting requirement, and

WHEREAS, the required information is either missing, inaccurate and unreliable,
preventing the completion of the Annual Update Reports for the years of 2012 through
2023, and

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Morehouse Town Board will pause
further action or expenditure regarding those prior Annual Update Reports and will focus

on ensuring the completion and submission of an accurate Annual Financial Report for
the year of 2024, and be it further

RESOLVED, that if additional information is discovered regarding the prior missing
reports, the Town of Morehouse will make every effort to complete and submit those
reports to the New York State Comptroller's Office.

Seconded by: fé% V| C(/Hjab([m/

DeVuyst:
Mosher:
Uebele:
Taylor:

Fernandez;:

%/mm /i&wﬂ

Stephanie Tichnor

Morehouse Town Supervisor Morehouse Town Clerk







