Morehouse Town Board Meeting

N

Public Hearing "o

June 11,2024 & e Copy

The June Town Board meeting was called to order by Supervisor Anthony Fernandez at 7pm on Tuesday June 11

2024.Supervisor Fernandez opened the meeting by leading the Town Board Members and the Members of the Public in
the Pledge of Allegiance.

Members Present:

William Uebele Sonya DeVuyst
Mary Ann Mosher Brian Taylor .
Supervisor: Anthony Fernandez

Town Clerk: Stephanie Tichenor

Absent:

None

Members of the Public in attendance:
Sarah Devuyst Karen Fernandez
Dan & Lisa Key Phyllis Mosher

Wayne & Sheryl Flemming Ed & linda Sherman

Deborah Bushnoe . Steve Ba'—bcock

Charlie Rouffe - Lynn Kerstner

James Christopher Bob Ford

Jean & Richard Doell Martha & Glenn Murray

Supervisor Fernandez opened the meeting to the Public.
There was no Public comment

Supervisor Fernandez closed the meeting to the public.

Sonya DeVuyst made a motion to accept the May meeting minutes as printed. Brian Taylor seconded them. Motion
carried.



Ayes Nays
S. DeVuyst None

B. Taylor

W, Uehele, % -
M. Mosher

A. Fernandez

Brian Taylor made a motion to accept the Officers Report. William Uebele seconded it. Motion Carried.
Ayes Nays

5. DeVuyst None

B. Taylor

W, Uebele

M. Mosher

A. Fernandez

Sonya DeVuyst made a motion to pay the General fund invoices totaling $10,205.51. Invoice # 24-145 thru 24-167.
William Uebele seconded it. Motion carried.

Aves Nays

S. DeVuyst None
B. Taylor

W. Uebele

M. Mosher

A. Fernandez

Brian Taylor made a motion to pay the Highway invoices totaling $29,170.97. Invoices # 24-168 thru 24-179. William
Uebele seconded it. Motion carried.

Aves Nays

S. DeVuyst None
B. Taylor

W. Uebele

M. Mosher



A. Fernandez

Supervisor Fernandez wanted to thank the Highway Department for their great job on cleaning and mowing the Town it

is looking great! Supervisor Fernandez mentioned that the Walking bridge looks great after the Highway department
fixed it. '

Supervisor Fernandez stated that in the Highway Report from Hugh Farber that they are going to look into repaving Fayle
Road as there are a lot of washouts and ripples from the winter. It could cost up to $100,000.00. Highway

Superintendent Farber stated that they will be repairing some of the roads in town. That might cost another $20,00.00
Then we will put it in through CHIPS to get reimbuysed.

Hugh Farber has also asked for more money in the Budget to cover vehicle repairs. There will be a resolution next month.
There was a Discussion on the Tax Assessor and State mandated towns required reevaluation.

William Uebele made a motion to Adopt chai Law # 1 of 2024, Issuance of appearance Tickeis By Public Servants. Brian
Taylor seconded it. Motion Carried. -

Ayes Nays

S. DeVuyst None
B. Taylor

W, Uebele

M. Mosher

A. Fernandez

Ed Sherman asked what does this mean? Supervisor Fernandez replied This is just a Law to let everyone know who is
allowed to give out appearance tickets in town.

Richard Doell asked what Changed on this Law from the last one? Supervisor Fernandez stated that the Town Supervisor
was added to the list of People.

William Uebele made a motion to adopt Local Law #20f 2024 Amending the Protocol for Establishing Fees Charged by
the Town of Morehouse, Brian Taylor seconded it. Motion carried.

Ayes Nays

S. DeVuyst None
B. Taylor

W. Uebele

M. Mosher

A. Fernandez

Richard Doel asked wasn’t there a law like this already in place? Supervisor Fernandez stated yes there is. This one just
amends it so that the Town doesn’t have to make a law every time it needs to change the fees.




William Uebele made a motion to adopt the Local Law #3 of 2024 Entitled Town of Morehouse Regulation of Junk and
Refuge Storage. Sonya DeVuyst seconded it. Motion carried.

Ayes Nays

S. DeVuyst None
B. Taylor

W. Uebele

M. Mosher

A, Fernandez

Dan Key asked, who is who to say someone has to much junk? Supervisor Fernandez stated as long as it is out of sight
out of mind, Its ok. Or if it’s arranged in a way that that it looks neat.

Mary Ann Mosher asked how many days after a town resident gets a letter, how long do they have to rectify the
situation? Supervisor Fernandez stated that they have 30 days.

Richard Doell asked if the Town Residents are going to be notified that this Local Law has passed? Supervisor Fernandez
stated that The Local Laws have been in the paper and they are on the website. Only if a town resident is in violation will
they get a letter, hat the violation is and how to rectify the situation. After getting the letter the resident
will have to have a meefing then if not rectified, they will get a summons. Supervisor Fernandez stated that he wants to
he able to work with the Town Residents.

Mary Ann Mosher made a motion to adopt the Local Law #4 of 2024 Town of Morehouse Dog Control. Brian Taylor
seconded it. Motion carried.

Aves Nays

S. DeVuyst None
B. Taylor

W. Uebele

M. Mosher

A. Fernandez

There was no open discussion.

William Uebele made a motion to accept the Introduction of Local law #5 of 2024 Real Property Tax Opt-out Law. Which
will be brought up at a Public Hearing on July 9% Brian seconded it. Motion carried.

Ayes Nays

S. DeVuyst None



B. Taylor
W. Uehele
M. Mosher

A. Fernandez

Brian Taylor made a motion to accept the resolution #24-6-1. That amends resoiution #24-5-3 Approving the purchase of
Zero Turn mower, William Uebele seconded it. Motion Carried.

Ayes Nays-

S, DeVuyst None
B. Taylor

W, Uebele

M. Mosher

A. Fernandez

Brian Taylor made a motion to accept the Resolution #24-6-2. Adopting Purchasing Protocol. Sonya DeVuyst seconded it.
Motion carried.

Aves Nays
S. DeVuyst None

B. Taylor
W. Uebele
M. Mosher

A. Fernandez

William Uebele made a motion to accept Resclution # 24-6-3. Approving Animal Sheltering Agreement. Brian Taylor
seconded it. Motion carried.

Aves Nays

S. DeVuyst None
8. Taylor

W. Uebele

M, Mosher

A. Fernandez



Sonya DeVuyst made a motion to accept the Resolution # 24-6-4. Approving Comp-Alliance Contract. William Uebele
seconded it. Motion carried.

Ayes Nays

S. DeVuyst None
B. Taylor

W. Uebele

M. Mosher

A. Fernandez

Old Business

Hamilton County Accounting Service- Hamilton County Accounting Service Have gotten most of the records up to speed.
They were able to give Supervisor a “all Funds” report. They are working on getting a full report (halfway report) of all
budget lines for next month’s meeting.

Roof over Recreation Center Door & Repair Main Roof- Supervisor is making some calls to see if he can get bids from
some contractors.

Painting of Town Garage and the attached area- Supervisor is working on getting some bids.
Pest Control- We are doing this in house. ‘

Streetlight Upgrade- The streetlight upgrade is all done, the Town is now just waiting for National Grid to implement the
changeover. Supervisor Fernandez stated he is looking into a grant that can get the Town up to $5,000.00 for changing to
LED lights.

AUD’s Supervisor Fernandez stated that this is still under investigation. He did contact PITS a Tax accounting Firm in
Indian Lake. For $150.00 PITS can pull ail the tax payment records for the Town so that the Town can figure out exactly
what was paid and what wasn't.

Mary Ann mosher made a motion to pay PITS $150.00 to Pull the Towns iRS Payments. Sonya DeVuyst seconded it.
Maotion carried.

=

Ayes Nays

S. DeVuyst None
B. Taylor

W. Uebele

M. Mosher

A. Fernandez



s

Cell Tower update- The town is still waiting for approval from the APA, because Arietta and the Town of Morehouse Cell

Towers will be connected. Town of Arietta has to make their Cell Tower look like a tree. As soon as they get that figured
out the APA will approve. .

Notice of non-compliance- Progress has been made in this regard but it’s not up to par yet.

New Business

The Speed survey is done. The county Highway Department just has to get the report together and they will send it to

the Town. Supervisor Fernandez wanted everyone to know That even though the fights on the signs were not on the sign
were recording the speeds.

There was a discussion regarding Furnace repairs and fuel purchases for all the facilities in town. Supervisor Fernandez
stated he called Vincents in Poland to see about the repairs. And is going to keep investigating this further.

Brian Taylor asked if the town wanted to switch to propane for the Town Hall? Supervisor Fernandez stated That the
Town Hall should be changed over to propane as the chimney needs to be fixed anyway.

Supervisor Fernandez wanted everyone to remember that the Rod and Gun Club Fishing Derby is Saturday June 22t 8-
10:30am

Supervisor Fernandez opened the meeting to the public.

There was no public comment.

Sonya DeVuyst made a motion to adjourn the June 11" Town Board Meeting. Mary Ann Mosher seconded it. Motion
carried.

Aves Nays

5. DeVuyst None
B. Taylor

W. Uebele

M. Mosher

A, Fernandez

Sincergly Written,

Stephanie Tichenor

Morehouse Town Clerk






RESOLUTION NO. 24-6-1

AMENDING RESOLUTION 24-5-3 AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF
LANDSCAPING MOWERS FOR THE TOWN HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT

DATED: JUNE 11, 2024 -

BY: g, &%%@zﬁ

WHEREAS, the Town Board authorized the purchase a Ferris Mower for the
Highway Department, and

WHEREAS, there was an error regarding the specifications of said mower in
Resolution # 24-5-3, reflected in tem #1 and corrected in item #2

1. BuyBoard Contract # 611-20 (1) New Ferris ISX800BE2760SS 27 HP Briggs and
Stratton EF1 Engine 60" Deck, Suspension Seat, at the price: $9,004.67

2. BuyBoard Confract # 680-22 (1) New Ferris ISX800B2760SS 27HP Briggs and
Stratton Carb Engine, 60" Deck, Suspension Seat, at the price: $8,755.67

and

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Morehouse Town Board approves the
amended specifications, price, and purchase.

Seconded by: W@m Q{Q@flg

DeVuyst: Y
Mosher: 'e |
Uebele: )}

Taylor: )
Fernandez: & :
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Stephanie Tichnor
Morehouse Town Supervisor Morehouse Town Clerk







RESOLUTION NO. 24-6-2

AUTHORIZING THE ADOPTION OF THE 'i'OWN OF MOREHOUSE PROCUREMENT
POLICY FOR ALL GOODS AND SERVICES NOT SUBJECT TO THE BIDDING
REQUIREMENTS GML~103 OR ANY OTHER LAW

DATED: JUNE 11, 2024

BY: :@m@

WHEREAS, Section 104-b of the General Municipal Law (GML) required every
town to adopt internal policies and procedures governing all procurement of goods and
services not subject to the bidding requirements of GML~103 or any other law; and

WHEREAS, comments have been solicited from those officers of the Town
involved with procurement, and

THEREFORE, LET IT BE RESOLVED, that the Town of Morehouse does hereby
adopt the following procurement policies and procedures:

Guideline 1 Every prospective purchase of goods or services shall be evaluated
to determine the applicability of GML~103. Every Town Officer, Board, Depariment Head,
or other personnel with the requisite purchasing authority (hereinafter Purchaser) shall
estimate the cumulative amount of the items of supply or equipment needed in a given
fiscal year. That estimate shall include the canvass of the other town departments and
history to determine the likely yearly value of the commodity to be acquired. The
information gathered and conclusions reached shall be documented and kept with the file
or other documentation supporting the purchase activity.

Guideline 2 All purchases of a) supplies or equipment which wilt exceed $20,000
in the fiscal year or b) public works contracts over $35,000 shall be formally bid pursuant
to GML~103.

All estimated purchases of;

~ Less than $20,000 hut greater than $10,000 requires a written request for a
proposal (RFP) and written/fax/email quotes from three vendors.

~ Less than $10,000 but greater than $6,000 requires and oral request for the
goods and written/fax/email quotes from three vendors.

~ Less than $6,000 but greater than $2,500 requires an oral request for the goods
and oral/written/fax/email quotes from two vendors.

~ Less than $2,500 is left {o the discretion of the Purchaser







All estimated public quks confracts of:

~ Less than $35,000 but greater than $15,000 requires a wiitten RFP and
written/fax/emait proposals from three contractors.

~ Less than $15,000 but greater than $3,000 requires a written RFP and
written/fax/email proposals from two contractors.

~ LLess than $3,000 is left to the discretion of the Purchaser.

Any written RFP shall describe the desired goods, quantity, and the particulars of
delivery. The Purchaser shall compile a list of all vendors/contractors from whom

written/fax/femail/oral quotes have been requested and the written/fax/email/oral quotes.
offered.

All information gathered in complying with the procedures of this Guideline shall
be preserved and filed with the documentation supporting the subsequent purchase or
public works contract.

Guideline 3 The lowest responsible proposal or quote shall be awarded the
purchase or public works contract unless the Purchaser prepared a written justification
providing reasons why it is in the best interest of the Town and its taxpayers to make and
award to other then the low bidder. (For example: the second low bidder is a business in
town, paying property taxes and their quote was within 5% of the low bidder which is an
out of state business or supplier.) If a bidder is not deemed responsible, facts supporting

that judgment shall also be documented and filed with the record supporting the
procurement.

Guideline 4 A good faith effort shall be made to obtain the required number of
proposals or quotations. If the Purchaser is unable to obtain the required number of
proposals or quotations, the Purchaser shall document the attempt made at obtaining the

proposals. In no event shall the inability to obtain the proposals or quotes be a bar to the
procurement.

Guideline § Except when directed by the Town Board, no solicitation of writien
proposals or quotations shall be required under the following circumstances:

a) Acquisition of professional services

b) Emergencies

¢) Sole source situations

d) Goods purchased from agencies for the blind or severely handicapped
e) Goods purchased from correctional facilities







f) Goods purchased from another governmental agency
g) Goods purchased at auction

h) Goods purchased for less than $2,500

i) Public works contracts for less than $3,000

Guideline 6 This policy shall be reviewed annually by the Town Board at its organizational
meeting or as soon thereafter as is reasonably practicable.

Seconded by:
DeVuyst: )_(
Mosher: x
Uebele: 3(
Taylor: K
Fernandez: X
v
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Stephanie Tichnor
Morehouse Town Supervisor Morehouse Town Clerk







RESOLUTION NO. 24-6-3
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AGREEMENT WITH ANITA'S STEVENS SWAN

HUMANE SOCIETY FOR ANIMAL SHELTERING
DATED: JUNE 11, 2024

BY: z;;ﬂé%g;mf Mﬁﬁé)g ée J

WHEREAS, the Town of Morehouse needs animal sheltering services, and

WHEREAS, Anita's Stevens Swan Humane Society has provided the Town of
Morehouse such services in the past and has agreed to provide such animal sheltering
services for the year of 2024, ending on December 31, 2024, and

THEREFORE, BE iT RESOLVED, that the Morehouse Town Board does hereby

authorize the Town Supervisor to enter into a contract with Anita's Stevens Swan Humane
Society for animal sheltering services.

Seconded by:

DeVuyst: )<

Mosher: X

Uebele: X
Taylor: X
Fernandez:

Athony Fernantf Stephanie Tichnor

Morehouse Town Supervisor Morehouse Town Clerk






RESOLUTION NO. 24-6-4

AUTHORIZING AGREEMENT BETWEEN NEW YORK STATE COMP-ALLIANCE
AND THE TOWN OF MOREHOUSE

DATED: JUNE 11, 2024

BY: /)

WHEREAS, the Town of Morehouse has had ‘an agreement with the New York
State Comp-Alliance for worker's compensation insurance, and

WHEREAS, the Town of Morehouse is eligible for a (3) year fixed cost renewal of
said policy, and

WHEREAS, this agreement will start on July 1, 2024, run through June 30, 2027,
at an annual cost of $14,911.00, and

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: that the Town of Morehouse, Town Board does
hereby authorize the Town Supervisor to execute any documents on behalf of the town
to enter into a agreement with the New York State Comp-Alliance

Seconded by: WL@&&?A’?? M,fxbﬁéﬂ/

DeVuyst: )(
Mosher: X
Uebele: 5(
Taylor: X
Fernandez: X

,,,/m////
Vad W Férhandez Stephanie Tichnor

Morehouse Town Supervisor Morehouse Town Clerk






TOWN OF MOREHOUSE, NEW YORK

LOCAL LAW # 5 OF 2024

A LOCAL LAW PURSUIANT TTO SECTION 487 OF THE REAL PROPERTY TAX
LAW AUTHORIZING THE TOWN OF MOREHOUSE TO OPT-OUT OF PROVIDING
REAL PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTION FOR SOLAR, WIND OR WASTE ENERGY
SYSTEMS.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE TOWN BOARD OF THE TOWN OF
MOREHOUSE, IN THE COUNTY OF HAMILTON, NEW YORK, AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION I, Title: This Local Law shall be known as "Opt-Out of Real Property Tax Law

Section 487 Exemption for Qualified Solar, Wind or Waste Energy Systems Law of
2024",

SECTION Il. PURPOSE AND INTENT

The purpose of this Local Law is to opt-out and disaliow any real property tax
exemption for Town taxation purposes contained in New York State Real Property Tax
Law Section 487 for qualified solar, wind or waste energy systems.

SECTION Ill. REMOVAL OF EXEMPTION

The Town Board hereby removes any exemptions provided by New York State
Real Property Tax Law 487 for qualified solar, wind or waste energy systems for the
purposes of Town taxation.

SECTION IV. SEVERABILITY

If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or other portion of this local
law is for any reason declared unconstitutional or invalid, in whole or in part by any court
of competent jurisdiction, such portion shall be deemed severable, and such such
unconstitutionally or invalidation shall not affect the validity of the remailing portions of
the law, which remaining portions of the law shall remain in full force and effect.




SECTION V. FILING

In addition to filing with the Secretary of State, this local law shall be filed with the
New York State Office of Real Property Tax Services, and an additional copy shall be
provided to the President of the New York State Energy Research and Development
Authority.

SECTION VI, EFFECTIVE DATE

This local law shall take effect immediately upon filing in the Office of the
Secretary of State.

Dated:




