Morehouse Town Board Meeting

April 8th, 2025

The Monthly Meeting for the Morehouse Town Board was called to order by Anthony Fernandez at 7pm on

Tuesday April 8, 2025. Supervisor Fernandez opened the meeting by leading the Town Board Members and
the Members of the Public in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

Members present: Members absent:
Sonya DeVuyst Brian Taylor
William Uebele

Mary Ann Mosher
Town Supervisor: Anthony Fernandez

Town Clerk: Stephanie Tichenor

Members of the public present:

Lynn Kerstner Ed Post
Wayne & Sheryl Fleming

Bob Ford John Howard

Marta Murray

Supervisor Fernandez opened the meeting to the public for questions or comments.
There was no questions or comments.

Supervisor Fernandez closed the meeting to the public.

Mary Ann Mosher made a motion to accept the March 11", 2025 meeting minutes. Sonya DeVuyst seconded
it. Motion carried.

Ayes Nays Absent
Sonya DeVuyst None Brian Taylor

Mary Ann Mosher
William Uebele

Anthony Fernandez




William Uebele made a motion to accept the Officers reports. Mary Ann Mosher seconded it. Motion carried.

Avyes Nays Absent
Sonya DeVuyst None Brian Taylor

Mary Ann Mosher
William Uebele

Anthony Fernandez

Sonya DeVuyst made a motion authorizing the payment of the General and Highway vouchers, 24/504-24/523. The
General totaling $11,350.26 and the Highway totaling $4,640.94. William Uebele seconded it, Motion carried.

Aves Nays Absent
Sonhya DeVuyst None Brian Taylor

Mary Ann Mosher
William Uebele

Anthony Fernandez

William Uebele made a motion to approve Resolution 25-4-1 “Amending Resolution 25-3-4, Authorizing the extension of
the Facility Lease Agreement with the United States Postal Service”. Mary Ann Mosher seconded it. Motion carried.

Ayes Nays Absent
Sonya PeVuyst None Brian Taylor

Mary Ann Mosher
William Uebele

Anthony Fernandez

William Uebele made a motion to approve Resolution 25-4-2, “Authorizing Participation in the NYCLASS Program”. Sonya
DeVuyst seconded it.

Ayes Nays Absent
Sonya DeVuyst None Brian Taylor

Mary Ann Mosher
William Uebele

Anthony Fernandez



Mary Ann Mosher made a motion to approve Resolution 25-4-3, “Authorizing an Interlocal Agreement between

Jefferson-Lewis-Hamilton-Herkimer-Onieda BOCES and the Town of Morehouse. William Uebele seconded it. Motion
carried.

Ayes_ Nays Absent
Sonya DeVuyst None Brian Taylor

Mary Ann Mosher
William Uebele

Anthony Fernandez

Mary Ann Mosher made a motion to approve the purchase of office equipment requested by the Town Court in the

Amount of 5923.56 utilizing the monies received through the Justice Court Assistant Program. William Uebele seconded
it. Motion carried.

Ayes Nays Absent
Sonya DeVuyst None Brian Taylor

Mary Ann Mosher
William Uebele

Anthony Fernandez

OLD BUSINESS

FEMA Project Worksheets from 2019 Halloween Storm Damage- Supervisor Fernandez stated he would like to recognize
the Town Clerk, Stephanie Tichenor for all her hard work on getting these projects closed out. She did a great job!

Zoning and Code Enforcement- Supervisor Fernendez stated that he and Ed Post had made a visit to the APA and talked
to them about zoning laws for Morehouse. They received a lot of information. The APA did find out that they didn’t have
much information on some of the laws that are recorded with the State of New York on Morehouse’s behalf. With that
being said, Supervisor Fernandez called the Secretary of States Office, and they require a $45.00 payment and a written
request of what information the Town is seeking. Supervisor Fernandez said he got the check from the County and wrote
up a letter and mailed it to them. The Secretary of States Office stated that once they received it, they would look into all
the zoning laws and see what has been recorded with the State of NY. If they are there, they will send a list of all the
zoning Laws. If they are not there, that means they don’t exist and that would mean that the Town of Morehouse would
have to introduce them. Supervisor Fernandez also asked them to look and see if there is a law for dangerous buildings.
For now, he is just waiting to hear back from them. Supervisor Fernandez stated that he talked to the Town's Attorney
about the Dangerous Building Law, and the attorney advised him to draw up another law for dangerous building. As even
if they do have it in the records, the Town would want to make changes. So, in the Executive Session of the meeting,
Supervisor Fernandez is going to hand out the Law to the Board Members, to have them look it over. As you the Town
Board Members have to have the law in their possession 10 days before it is introduced to the Public. Supervisor
Fernandez also stated that he might have a special meeting that would be open to the Public to introduce 2 new laws.

25" Annual Community Pride Day- Supervisor Fernadez stated that the community pride was on Wednesday May 7%,

and that there are sign up sheets at the Town Hall. Supervisor Fernandez also stated that Ed Post brought it up at the last
Rod and Gun Club that they would like to sponsor The Highway from French road to French road through adopt a
highway. And through that they would clean up that area.




Community Contacts for Flood Map Updating- Supervisor Fernandez stated that we will keep plugging along with the
map updating. He is going to talk to Lenny about seeing how involved Hamilton County is with this flop map update.

Fire Department Contract- Supervisor Fernandez stated that he spoke to the Town Attorney and has spoken with William
Uebele, (President of Fire Department) there is some things that The Fire Company has to provide the Town with there
are a few things that the Supervisor is going to have the attorney waive and as soon as he gets the information that is
needed, Supervisor Fernandez will have the Attorney draw up the contract.

Hamilton County Accounting Service (Direct Deposit Status)- Supervisor Fernandez stated that the County has another
software demo tomorrow, to see if they can work with the town. He will let everyone know how that goes.

Boiler Repair, Furnaces for Town Hall and Museum- Supervisor Fernendez stated that he is still working on them, getting
prices, we really can’t do anything until all the snow is gone anyway, will get back to the Town Board hopefully by next
Board Meeting. Supervisor Fernandez does want to shut off the automatic delivery refills for all 3 places. That way when
we go to propane, we will have to have the company come pump al the tanks out.

IRS/Social Security Record Discrepancy 2022-Supervisor Fernandez stated he talked to the Accounting Firm (PITS), They
stated that the IRS is very slow this time of the year especially with-it being tax time. He received a letter from IRS stating
that they couldn’t work on the Towns request because the document wasn’t signed. Supervisor Fernandez stated he sent
that letter to our vendor, because he had signed 4 or 5 papers for them.

IRS Tax Penalty for 2023- Supervisor Fernandez said he has been working on this, He said that he has called numerous
times to no avail, so he sent a letter, and still no response.

Streetlight upgrade- Supervisor Fernandez stated, he met with the representative last week, and drove around town
Looking and showing which lights, we wanted changed and where we wanted the new ones. Some of the poles need to
be changed because they won't work with the new LED lights, that would be at their expense not the Town’s. The
streetlight poles in the pull of are not light legal so, what they are going to do is put a flood light on the telephone pole
closest to the firehouse so that it will shine up the pull off.

Employee Mandatory training- Supervisor Fernandez stated he was still working on that.

Insurance Safety Inspection Report- Supervisor Fernandez stated the Town is still working on this also.

Cell Tower Update- Supervisor Fernandez stated that the tower is moving along, All the application has been approved,
they have put out some bids for the lumber and equipment they will need to put in the new road. They will start running
the Fiber cable from Lake Pleasant to Arrietta to Morehouse soon.

Snowmobile Trails / Grooming update- Supervisor Fernandez stated that all the trails are now closed and we had a great
season, but some of our equipment is pretty bad We are going to need to get some stuff fixed or buy newer ones. We are
going to need to look into getting a newer equipment.

Fireworks- Supervisor Fernandez stated in 2026 is the 250 birthday of our country and he would like to plan something a
little bigger to celebrate the nations birthday. He asked the Town Board if they would think about how they want to
celebrate it. Supervisor Fernandez thought maybe if we got the church all painted up, we could decorate it. He would
also like to make a date in July to do more fireworks and maybe like a town picnic. Where it brings everyone in town
together. The town would put it on.

New Business-

Morehouse Kids Fishing Derby- Supervisor Fernandez stated that the Kids Fishing Derby will be held on Saturday june
21%, 2025 Supervisor Fernandez stated that he has been looking into a new sponsoring program that Hamilton County
Soil and Water has launched called Fish stocking program. Supervisor Fernandez stated he talked to Lenny Croote about
it, and Lenny said that they wili be collecting these fish and will stock ponds with 10-12-inch fish. Supervisor Fernandez
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stated that he told the Rod and Gun club that instead of donating the money to the club that the Town would just go buy

the fish and that the club could buy larger fish. Supervisor Fernandez will get more information and bring it to the next
meeting.

Supervisor Fernandez would like to see that kids under 13 could fish in the pond. Starting when the ice is off the pond,

close just before the Fishing Derby and then after the fishing derby until it starts to freeze up again. Supervisor Fernandez
would like o make a Town Law setting this all up.

Memorial Day Parade- Supervisor Fernandez stated that there will be a Memorial Day Parade on Mat 26", in indian Lake
at ipm

Town AED Supervisor Fernandez stated the AED that was in the Post Office has been found. !t was in the Judge’s Office,

Cemetery on Mountain Home Road- Supervisor Fernandez stated there Is a huge tree that went down in the cemetery
that is touching one of the headstones, leaning over several more. He talked to the Highway Superintendent and a tree
guy that some of the towns have dealt with. He came up and looked at it and said that he was going to need a crane to
get it down, he gave Supervisor Fernandez a quote of $2,500.00. when Supervisor Fernandez spoke to Hugh Farber, Hugh

said he wants to look at it a little bit more, and is going to let Supervisor Fernandez know how he wants to go about
getting the tree taken care of.

Supervisor Fernandez opened the meeting to the public for questions or comments.

Sheryl Fleming asked, “Who are the Officer’s that make up the Officer’'s reports?”

Supervisor Fernandez stated The Judge, The supervisor, the Town Clerk and the Highway Superintendent, and the Codes
Enforcer.

Sheryl Fleming asked “you don’t hare those reports with the public?”

Supervisor Fernandez stated, no, we don’t make copies for the public, if you want to, you can review them at the Town
Hall with the Town Clerk, the day after the Town Board Meeting. As they have to be accepted by the Town Board first.

Sheryl Fleming asked “do any of the Board Member Committees have reports?”

Supervisor Fernandez stated, no they dor’t have reports because everything that the committees have to talk about, we
talk about right here at the Town Board Meeting.

Supervisor Fernandez stated that New York State has implemented a sales tax on any Air B&B's or temporary rentals.
Morehouse will be participating as whatever tax is coliected from these Air B&B's and Temporary rentals, a percentage
will go to the Town of Morehouse. There was a short discussion on the tax and how it works.

Wayne Fleming asked “Is there any way that JR could be checking the snowmobiles and getting them fixed up for the
next snowmohile season?”

Supervisor Fernandez stated, that is one of the reasons the Town Hired him back. All spring and summer he will be
working on the sleds to see what ones can be fixed and what ones can’t. That way we will know when it gets closer to
winter if we need to buy a new, used sled. Supervisor Fernandez also stated that if we do need to get a newer sled the
town can go through where the Sheriff went to get them newer sleds.




Town Clerk, Stephanie Tichenor asked the Town Board if she could pay a few bills that came in after the voucher audit
was done for this meeting. The Town Board had no problem with it. Stephanie Tichenor also state that the Phase 3 of
the Snowmobile Grant is done. She is going to ook it over 1 more time and she will be sending it in sometime next week.

Supervisor Fernandez closed the meeting to the public.

Sonya made a motion to go into Executive Session for a Personnel Issue, Mary Ann Mosher seconded it. Motion carried.

Ayes Nays Absent
Sonya DeVuyst None Brian Taylor

Mary Ann Mosher
William Uebele

Anthony Fernandez

Mary Ann made a motion to reconvene. William Uebele seconded it. Motion carried.,

Aves Nays Absent
Sonya DeVuyst None Brian Taylor

Mary Ann Mosher
William Uebele

Anthony Fernandez

Mary Ann Mosher made a motion to adjourn the April 8" 2025 Town Board Meeting. Sonya DeVuyst seconded it. Motion
carried.

Ayes Nays Absent
Sonya DeVuyst None Brian Taylor

Mary Ann Mosher
William Uebele

Anthony Fernandez

ephdnie Tichenor

Morehouse Town Clerk



RESOLUTION NO. 25-4-1

RESOLUTION AMENDING RESOLUTION 25.3-4 AUTHORIZING THE EXTENSION

OF THE FACILITY LEASE AGREEMENT WITH THE UNITED STATES POSTAL
SERVICE

DATED: APRIL 8, 2025

»

BY: UZC Q&Qm {Zgbeé'e

WHEREAS, the Morehouse Town Board received a request from the United States Postal

Service to extend the lease agreement for the Hoffmeister Post Office at 733 State Route
8, Hoffmeister, New York,

WHEREAS, the Morehouse Town Board agreed to extend the lease from July 1, 2026, to
June 30, 2031, at $6,000.00 per year,

WHEREAS, the Morehouse Town Board agrees to pay a 4% commission totaling
$1,200.00 to Jones Lang LaSalle Brokerage, Inc.,

BE IT RESOLVED: The Morehouse Town Board approves the lease extension and

authorizes the Town Supervisor to execute the contract and pay Jones Lang LaSalle
Brokerage, Inc. ' '

Seconded by: ﬁﬂfé{ dns WW

DeVuyst: X

Mosher: X
Stephanie Tichenor

Uebele: X
Morehouse Town Supervisor Morehouse Town Clerk

Taylor. M

Fernandez:

e

z

7,
o /
Anthony Ferhandez







RESOLUTION NO. 25-4-2

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PARTICIPATION IN THE NYCLASS PROGRAM-

¥

DATED: APRIL 8, 2025

Bv: _Uilliam (ehile.

WHEREAS, New York General Municipal Law, Article 5-G, Section 119-0, empowers
municipal corporations [defined in Arlicle 5-G, Section 119-n to include school districts,
boards of cooperative educational services, counties, cities, towns and villages and
districts] to enter into, amend, cancel, and terminate agreements for the performance

among themselves (or one for the other) of their respective function, powers, and duties
oh a cooperative or contract basis:

WHEREAS, the Town of Morehouse wishes to invest portions of its available investment

funds in cooperation with other corporations and/or districts pursuant to the NYCLASS
Municipal Cooperation Agreement Amended and restated as of August 1, 2023;

WHEREAS, the Town of Morehouse wishes to safisfy the safety and liquidity needs of
their funds; .

BE IT REOLVED, that the Morehouse Town Supervisor is hereby authorized to participate

in the NYCLASS program under the terms of the NYCLASS Municipal Cooperation
Agreement Amended and Restated as of August 1, 2023.

Seconded by: xfﬂuﬁm_ﬁh@f@é

DeVuyst: X
Mosher: X ]

Uebele: g
Taylor:

Fernandez:

Stephanie Tichenor
Morehouse Town Supervisor Morehouse Town Clerk







RESOLUTION NO. 25-4-3

AUTHORIZING INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT BETWEEN JEFFERSON-LEWIS-
HAMILTON-HERKIMER-ONEIDA BOCES AND THE TOWN OF MOREHOQUSE

DATED: APRIL 8, 2025

BY: 7 ZZQJZC?Z adns ZZ?WL

WHEREAS, the Town of Morehouse has had an agreement with Jefferson-Lewis-
Hamilton-Herkimer-Oneida BOCES for the drug and alcohol testing program, and

WHEREAS, this agreement will start on July 1, 2025, through June 30, 2026, and

may be renewed, in writing, for successive one-year terms at a mutually agreed upon rate
for services for successive years, and

THEREFORE BE T RESOLVED: that the Town of Morehouse, Town Board does
hereby authorize the Town Supetvisor to execute any documents on behalf of the town

to enter into a one year agreement with Jefferson-Lewis-Hamilton-Herkimer-Oneida
BOCES

seconded by: (Jilliam UUekisly.
DeVuyst: X

Mosher: X
Uebele: _)_(
Taylor: %M

_Fernandez: X

Morehouse Town Supervisor Morehouse Town Clerk







