Town of Morehouse
Town Board Meeting
June 10, 2025, 7:00 PM

The Monthly Meeting for the Morehouse Town Board was called to order by Anthony Fernandez
at 7pm on Tuesday June 10th, 2025. Supervisor Fernandez opened the meeting by leading the
Town Board Members and the Members of the Public in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

Members present: Members absent:
William Uebele Sonya DeVuyst
Brian Taylor Mary Ann Mosher

Town Supervisor: Anthony Fernandez

Town Clerk: Stephanie Tichenor

Members of the public present:

Deborah Bushnoe Steven Babcock
Lynn Kerstner Phyllis Mosher
Ed Sherman Dan Key

Wayne & Sheryl Fleming
Jean & Richard Doell
Sue & Tucker

Martha Murray

Supervisor Fernandez opened the meeting to the Public for Comments/Questions.

Dan Key asked, “A few years back there was a Junk and Refuge Law set up here in town, | was
just wondering if anything has come of that law, because | haven’t seen any improvements.”
Supervisor Fernandez stated that the Towns new Codes Enforcer has started working on this. He
also stated that Ed Post started by going around to a few places in town just before clean up
day, and handed out letters. Ed Post will give them some time to get things cleaned up, if they
don’t The Town will take the next step.

No Further Comments or Question, Supervisor Fernandez closed the meeting to the Public.



William Uebele mase a Motion to accept the Meeting Minutes as printed from May 13, 2025,
Board Meeting. Brian Taylor seconded it. Motion carried.

Ayes: Nays: Absent:
William Uebele None Sonya DeVuyst
Brian Taylor Mary Ann Mosher

Anthony Fernandez

Brian Taylor made a Motion to accept Officers Reports. William Uebele seconded it. Motion

Carried.

Ayes: Nays: Absent:

William Uebele None Sonya DeVuyst
Brian Taylor Mary Ann Mosher

Anthony Fernandez

Brian Taylor made a Motion Authorizing Payment of the General Fund and Highway Fund
Invoices 24/562-24/590. General Vouchers totaling $11,748.11 and Highway Vouchers totaling
#6,769.65. William Uebele seconded it. Motion carried.

Ayes: Nays: Absent:
William Uebele None Sonya DeVuyst
Brian Taylor Mary Ann Mosher

Anthony Fernandez

Public Hearing on Local Law #1 of 2025, a local law known as The Town of Morehouse
Unsafe Building Law.

Supervisor Fernandez Opened the Public Hearing to the Public for Comments and/or Questions
regarding Local Law #1 of 2025

Supervisor Fernandez stated that back in 1983 the Town made a Local Law about Unsafe
Buildings and Structures, When He asked the Secretary of State for copies of what Laws were



filed, this law was not filed. So, with that being said, the Town has to reintroduce this Law and
Stephanie Tichenor, the Town Clerk can get it filed with their office.

Ed Sherman asked When doe this law take affect?

Supervisor Fernandez stated that this Law will take affect in 10 days from passing it, along with
this Law being filed with the State.

There was a discussion on how the Law will work.

Supervisor Fernandez stated that the problem the Town of Morehouse is facing right now the
Local Laws is that Stephanie Tichenor the Town Clerk has been going through all the local Laws
that we have in our file. Some of the Local laws that were passed were filed, some were not,
including. Games of chance and Dog licensing. Stephanie has been working very hard to get
these all fixed. The Town may have to reintroduce a few of them. We will know which ones at a
later date.

No further questions or comments.
Supervisor Fernandez Closed the meeting to the Public.

William Uebele made a Motion to adopt Local Law #1 of 2025.Brian Taylor seconded it. Motion
carried.

Ayes: Nays: Absent:
William Uebele None Sonya DeVuyst
Brian Taylor Mary Ann Mosher

Anthony Fernandez

Public Hearing on Local Law # 2 of 2025, a local law abolishing the Office of Elected
Assessor and establishing the Office of Sole Assessor Appointed.

Supervisor Fernandez opened the Public Hearing to the Public for Comments and/or Questions
regarding Local Law #2 of 2025

Supervisor Fernadez stated that this Law is to eliminate the Elected sole Assessor position and
replace it with an Appointed Sole Assessor position. This position would be appointed by the
Town Board. There is no one in this Town that he knows of, that wants this position. What will
happen is if we pass this law today, This Law will be on the ballet in November’s vote. So that all
the Town of Morehouse voters can vote on it. If it is vetoed, the Town Board will have to find an
assessor to fill that position. If it passes, it is Supervisor Fernandez’s recommendation that the



Sole Assessor position be turned over to Hamilton County. As they have skilled personnel who
do this type of job every day. There is already 2 Towns in Hamilton County that have hired the
County as their Assessor. There are a few more towns looking into changing also.

There was further discussion on what this law entails.

There will a letter going out to the Town of Morehouse Voters in September inviting them to the
October Town Board Meeting where Supervisor Fernandez will talk further about Local Law #2.

There was no further questions or comments.
Supervisor Fernandez Closed the Public Hearing to the Public.

William Uebele made a motion to adopt Local Law #2 of 2025. Brian Taylor seconded it. Motion

carried.

Ayes: Nays: Absent:

William Uebele None Sonya DeVuyst
Brian Taylor Mary Ann Mosher

Anthony Fernandez

The Town clerk has been going through all the Towns Local Law and Ordinance Review and they
are a mess. The Town Clerk is working hard to get them all straightened out.

William Uebele made a motion to Approve Resolution #25-6-1, Appointment of Thomas Bulger
as a Part-time Laborer. Brian Taylor seconded it. Motion carried.

Ayes: Nays: Absent:
William Uebele None Sonya DeVuyst
Brian Taylor Mary Ann Mosher

Anthony Fernandez
New Business

Speculator July 4th Parade. Supervisor Fernandez stated he wanted to let the Town Board know

that the Town received a thank you letter from Speculator 4™ of July parade committee for the
donation that The Town sent them.



Hunting and Fishing Licenses- Supervisor Fernandez stated that the Town Clerk is now

authorized to sell Hunting and Fishing licenses on Clerk hours. She has already sold a couple.

Ed Sherman asked if the Town gets a cut from the licenses that are sold. Supervisor Fernandez
stated yes. The Town Clerk stated the Town get $1.38 of every license sold. Supervisor
Fernandez stated that the Town is not in it to make money, they are in it for the convenience to
the fisherman and hunters.

Comp Alliance Award- Supervisor Fernandez stated that the Town Clerk took it upon herself to
fill out for a safety award. The town won the award for $1,022.00. With that being said. The
Clerk needs a new desk. He asked the Town Board to make a motion for the Town Board to

order herself a new desk.

Brian Taylor made a motion for the Town Clerk to purchase a new desk. William Uebele
seconded it. Motion carried.

Ayes: Nays: Absent:
William Uebele None Sonya DeVuyst
Brian Taylor Mary Ann Mosher

Anthony Fernandez

Speed Limit on French Road (40MPH)- Supervisor Fernandez stated that he wanted to

congratulate Dan Key for getting the Speed limit down to 45 mph on French Road. He went
above and beyond to get this done.

Old Business-

Hamilton County Treasurers’ Office — Accu Fund Accounting Software, Supervisor Fernandez
stated that Jodie Small has started. He also stated that it usually takes 3 months to get it all
implemented but she is going to try to get it all done in 1 month.

Affordable Technical Solutions for Information Technology Support. Supervisor Fernandez stated

he sent them an email asking for antivirus for the Towns computers as the one we have is ready

to expire.

Ayes: Nays: Absent:

William Uebele None Sonya DeVuyst
Brian Taylor Mary Ann Mosher

Anthony Fernandez



Building Environmental Service Technicians- Status of Installation of a ventilation system in the

Morehouse Historical Museum. Supervisor Fernandez stated that the ventilation system is all in

place and so is the dehumidifier. Supervisor Fernandez is recommending that we move the
electric lines from the top of the Museum to underground. Supervisor Fernandez also stated
that when him and Edwin Post looked getting the museum fixed up, they realized that the Town
may need to have an outsider come in and fix the roof and the steeple.

Hometown Tree Services status of tree removal in the Spruce Hill Cemetery, Mountain

Home Road- Supervisor Fernandez stated that the tree was cut and the Highway
Superintendent cleaned it up.

County Truck Purchase Discussion- There was a short discussion the Highway Department
buying the truck from the County for $15,000.00.

Brian Taylor made a motion to purchase the truck for the Highway Department from the County
for $15,000.00. William Uebele seconded it. Motion carried.

Ayes: Nays: Absent:
William Uebele None Sonya DeVuyst
Brian Taylor Mary Ann Mosher

Anthony Fernandez

Zoning and Code Enforcement- Supervisor Fernandez stated that Ed Post handed in a report,

there has been a lot phone calls about zoning questions. He has started working on the Junk
and Refuge Law.

Supervisor Fernandez wanted to remind everyone of the Morehouse Fishing Derby, Saturday
June 21, 2025. 8:30 AM - 11:00 AM

FEMA Flood Map Update-There is no update on this.

Boiler Repair at the Recreation Center-Supervisor Fernandez stated that he had his last bidder

come in and take a look at the boiler. He was very informative. He stated that it does not need
to replace the boiler, the parts that are needed can be replaced. His repair price is $1,500.00.

Brian Taylor made a motion to have the Boiler in the Recreation Center repaired for $1,500.00,
William Uebele seconded it. Motion carried.

Ayes: Nays: Absent:



William Uebele None Sonya DeVuyst
Brian Taylor Mary Ann Mosher
Anthony Fernandez

Furnace Repair at Town Hall-Supervisor Fernandez received last bid. Supervisor Fernandez

wants to have a good look at all the bids. To make sure everything is comparable.

SLFRF Annual Reporting Issue- Supervisor Fernandez stated that he made a mistake when he

was filing it. He has corrected it. Just waiting to hear back from them.

IRS/Social Security Record Discrepancy 2022- Supervisor Fernandez stated there is nothing new

to report on this.

IRS Tax Penalty for 2023 Supervisor Fernandez stated this is still pending, so nothing new to

report.

Recreation Center Porch Roof- Supervisor Fernandez stated that the footings have been cut for

the porch roof. As soon as it stops raining for more than 2 consecutive days, they will start
building it.

Playground Surface Correction- Supervisor Fernandez stated that they have been removing all

the sand. The Railroad ties have been delivered to box it all in. Hometown tree service will be
bringing in fine wood chips to lay around. Ed Post and Tucker Bulger will keep working on it.

Insurance Inspection-Supervisor Fernandez stated that there will be a building inspector

meeting him at the Town Hall tomorrow, to see all the buildings and inspect. He will let the
Town Board Members know what the Inspector says.

Streetlight Upgrade- Supervisor Fernandez stated that he spoke to our National Grid

Representative and he stated that they should have all the movements of the new street lights
up by the end of June.

All Employee Mandatory Training- Supervisor Fernandez stated he is still trying to find recorded

webinars, so that the people who can not just get on the computer and take the trainings, can
come to the Recreation Center and they can do the training as a group.

Insurance Claim / Town Garage- Supervisor Fernandez stated He received the carpenters quote,

today he received the electric quote. He will hand that over to inspector tomorrow and
hopefully they will get it approved quickly so that they can get the Town Garage fixed.

Update on Cell Tower- Supervisor Fernandez stated that they started working on the access

road into where they are going to put the cell tower.



Property Line Dispute- Supervisor Fernandez stated that he spoke with the property owner, and

they gave him a copy of their property survey report. The Town is on her property. Supervisor
Fernandez stated that it would be in the best interest for the Highway garage, as the driveway to
the garage is going to need to be moved, that the Town get their own survey done.

Brian Taylor made a motion to get a surveyor to come in and do a survey, up to $1,500.00,
William Uebele seconded it. Motion carried.

Ayes: Nays: Absent:
William Uebele None Sonya DeVuyst
Brian Taylor Mary Ann Mosher

Anthony Fernandez
Supervisor Fernandez opened the meeting to the Public for comments or questions.

Lynn Kerstner asked how much the yearly pay was for the Assessors position, Supervisor
Fernandez stated it was $6,000.00 plus 10,000.00 for the inventory. Lynn thought that if the
Town gave a little more it would be good incentive to find an Assessor in town. There was a
discussion about the inventory and payment for Assessor.

No further questions or comments.
Supervisor Fernandez closed the meeting to the Public.

Stephanie Tichenor, the Town Clerk asked the Town Board if it would be alright to pay Turner
Lumber, NFP and Workers Compensation bills as they came in after the June audit was already
calculated.

Brian Taylor made a motion to pay the Bills that came in late. William Uebele seconded it.
Motion Carried.

Ayes: Nays: Absent:
William Uebele None Sonya DeVuyst
Brian Taylor Mary Ann Mosher

Anthony Fernandez

Brian Taylor made a motion to adjourn the June Town Board Meeting. William Uebele seconded
it. Motion carried.

Ayes: Nays: Absent:

William Uebele None Sonya DeVuyst



Brian Taylor Mary Ann Mosher

Anthony Fernandez

Truly Written by,

Stephanie Tichenor

Morehouse Town Clerk



