RESOLUTION NO, 25-8-2
ADOPTION OF LOCAL LAW REGARDING DOG LICENSING

DATED: AUGUST 12, 2025

BY: sz‘( M]Q .lﬂ {4e hQQQ:

WHEREAS, in 2010 the Town Board considered a local law concerning Dog
Licensing within the Town, and after having the local iaw on their desks of the Town Beard
for no less than ten days, and by resolution called for a public hearing on notice of which
was timely published and posted; and

WHEREAS, a public hearing was thereafter held, after which, by resolution the

Town Board, adopted Local Law #2 of 2010 which provided for the licensing of dogs within
the Town; and

WHEREAS, notwithstanding the adoption of the local law, it was not filed with the
Secretary of State; and

WHEREAS, the Town Board is of the opinion that the local law should have been
filed after the affirmative vote by the Town Board

NOW, THEREFORE, be it
RESOLVED, that the Town Clerk be, and she is hereby directed to file without

further delay, what was initially adopted as Local Law #2 of 2010 regarding the licensing
of dogs within the Town with the Secretary of State as Local Law #4 of 2025.
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TOWN OF MOREHOUSE
Local Law #2 of 2025

Dog Licensing Law for the Town of Morehouse

SECTION 1: Purpose

The purpose of this law is to provide for the licensing and identification of dogs and the
control of the dog population in the Town of Morehouse.

SECTION 2: Authority

This Local Law is enacted pursuant to the provisions of the Agriculture and Markets Law
of the State of New York (Article 7, Part T) effective January 2, 2011,

SECCTION 3: Definition of Terms

As used in this Local Law, the following words shali have the following meaning:

(a) “At Large” means any dog that is unleashed and on property open to the public
or is on private property not owned or leased by the owner of the dog unless
permission for such presence has been obtained. No dog shall be deemed to
be at large if it is:

(1) A guide dog actually leading a blind person;
(2) A police-work dog in use for police work; or

{3) Accompanied by its owner or other responsible person and is actively
engaged in hunting or training for hunting on unposted land or on posted
fand with the permission of the owner of the land.

(b) “Dog” means any member of the species canis familiaris.

(c) “Dog Control Officer” (DCO) — means any individual appointed by the Town of
Morehouse as a Dog Control Officer or Animal Control Officer to assist in the
enforcement of this Law.

(d) "Dog Tag" means a tag issued by the Town of Morehouse which sets forth an
identification number, the name and telephone number of the Town and the
State of New York,

(e) "Harbor" means to provide food or shelter to any dog.



(f) “Owner" means any person who harbors or keeps any dog.

(g) “Owner of Record” means the person in whose name any dog was last
licensed, except that if any license is issued on the application of a person
under eighteen years of age, the Owner of Record shall be deemed to be the
parent or guardian of such person.

(h) “Town” means Town of Morehouse.

Unless expressly set forth above, the terms, words and phrases used in this Local law
shall have the same meaning as such terms, words and phrases are defined in Article 7
of the Agriculture & Markets Law, including those definitions set forth in Section 108
thereof, which are incorporated by reference herein,

SECTION 4: Application

This Local Law will apply to all dogs living in the Town of Morehouse. The Town of
Morehouse will exempt a dog relocating to the Town from any city having a population of
over two million or by a non-resident of this State from the identification and licensing
provisions of this Law for a period of thirty (30) days provided such dog is licensed
pursuant to the provisions of the Local Law of the Town of Morehouse.

SECTION 5: Licensing of Dogs

(a) All dogs four (4 months) of age or older within the Town of Morehouse must be
licensed. In addition, any dog less than four (4) months, if running at large,
must be licensed. The Owner of Record of each dog shall obtain, complete
and return to the Town Clerk a dog license application together with the license
application fee. Each license application shall be accompanied by a current
Certificate of Rabies Vaccination (in lieu thereof, a statement certified by a
licensed veterinarian stating that because of old age or another reason, the life
of the dog would be endangered by the administration of vaccine) at the time
of licensing or the renewal of an existing license. In the case of a spayed or
neutered dog, every application shall also be accompanied by a certificate
signed by a licensed veterinarian or an affidavit signed by the owner, showing
that the dog has been spayed or neutered, provided such certificate or affidavit
shall not be required if the same is already on file with the Town Clerk. In lieu
of the spay or neutered certificate an owner may present a statement certified
by a licensed veterinarian stating that he has examined the dog and found that
because of cld age or other reason, the life of the dog would be endangered
by spaying or neutering. In such case, the license fee for the dog shall be the
same as for a spayed or neutered dog as set forth in this Local Law.




(b) The official dog tag issued by the Town Clerk of the Town of Morehouse must

be attached to the dog's collar and worn at all times. The Town of Morehouse
will exempt dogs participating in a dog show from wearing the dog tag during
the show,

{c) All dog licenses shall be valid for one year and will expire at the end of the

month one year from the date of issue. No dog licenses are transferable. The
Town Clerk shall provide a copy of the license to the owner and retain a record
of the license.

(d) Fees for Licensing of Dogs: The fee for a spayed or neutered dog will be $2.50

(which includes the assessment of a $1.00 surcharge for the purpose of
carrying out animal population control). The fee for dogs under four (4) months
old running at large will be $7.50. The fee for an unspayed or unneutered dog
four (4) months and older will be $10.50 (which included the assessment of a
$3.00 surcharge for the purpose of carrying out animal population control).
These fees may be changed by the Town Board periodically by a resolution of
the Town Board. Afee of $1.00 will be assessed in the case of a lost dog tag.

(e) All dog licenses may be purchased by visiting the Town Office or by regular

mail. If licensing or renewing a license by mall, the appropriate fee must
accompany all required forms. There will be no refund of fees.

(f) The Town of Morehouse will not issue purebred licenses. All dogs will be

licensed individually as per the fee system stated above.

(g) Service Dogs: The Town of Morehouse will require any guide dog, service dog,

hearing dog, working search, detection, police and therapy dog as defined by
Article 7 of the New York State Agriculture & Markets Law to have a dog license
tag; however, there will be no fee for this license. The dog owner shall provide
written proof of the dog's status to be exempt from such fee.

(h) The Town of Morehouse will not allow the licensing of dogs by a shelter. The

shelter must send the adoptive dog owners to the Town Clerk of the Town of
Morehouse for licensing.

Owners of Record must notify the Town Clerk of the Town of Morehouse in
writing of the following: Owner of Record change of address, transfer of dog
ownership, lost or stolen dog (all within ten days of change) and death of
licensed dog before renewal of license.

Enumeration Fee: When the Town Board determines the need for a dog
enumeration, a fee of $5.00 will be assessed to all Owners whose dogs were
found unlicensed or renewed at the time the enumeration is conducted.




(k) All fees will be used in funding the administration of the Dog Control Law of the
Town of Morehouse except those required by the State of New York to be
submitted to the Animal Population Control program.

SECTION 86: Violations

It shall be a violation punishable by fines fc\)\,r: A
e AL
(a) Any owner to fail o license %&ny dog

&

{b) Any owner to knowingly affix to any dog any false or improper identification tag

(c) Any owner to furnish any false or misleading information on the license
application

(d) Any owner to fail to notify the Town of Morehouse of a change of ownership or
address

Any Dog or Animal Control Officer, peace officer or police officer observing a violation of
this Law shall issue and serve an appearance ticket for such violation.

Penalties: Civil penalty of not less than Twenty-five Dollars ($25.00) for the first violation;
not less than Fifty Dollars ($50.00) for a second violation (if violated within the preceding

five years); not iess than One Hundred Dollard ($100.00) if two or more violations within
the preceding five years.

SECTION 7: Effective Date: This Local Law shall become effective upon its filing with the
Office of the Secretary of State




