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TOWN OF MOREHOUSE, NEWYORK 

LOCAL LAW # 4 OF 2024 

A LOCAL LAW ENTITLED "TOWN OF MOREHOUSE DOG CONTROL LAW". 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE TOWN BOARD OF THE 

TOWN OF MOREHOUSE, IN THE COUNTY OF HAMILTON, NEWYORK, 

AS FOLLOWS: 

SECTION I: Any and all local laws, ordinances and/or regulations heretofore adopted by the 

Town Board for the Town of Morehouse regarding the control and licensing of dogs are hereby repealed 

in their entirety. 

SECTION II: The Town Board for the Town of Morehouse hereby a ioĉ al law entitled "Town of 

Morehouse Dog Control Law" which shall read as follows: 

6.1. Title. 

The title of this Local Law shall be "Town of Morehouse Dog Control Law". 

6.2. Purpose. 

The purpose of this Local Law is to protect public health and to place the cost of dog control and 

dog enumeration on those who own and harbor dogs in the Town of Morehouse to the greatest extent 

possible. 

The purpose of this Local Law is to address humane dog control within the Town, so as to include 

protection for dogs who are subject to excessive control or poor treatment at the hands of those who own 

or harbor them. This Dog Control Law is also enacted to protect dogs who are left outdoors without 

means to protect themselves from the elements. It is believed that the humane treatment of dogs not 

only provides the animals with a better quality of life but may also reduce the likelihood of dogs having 

harmful behaviors towards other animals and people. 

6.3. Definitions. 

1. As used in this article, unless othenwise expressly stated or unless the context 

or subject matter requires othenwise: 

a. "Adoption" means the delivery to any natural person eighteen years of age or older, for 

the limited purpose of harboring a pet, of any dog, seized or surrendered, or any dog. 



b. "Agriculture and Markets Law" means the Agriculture and Markets Law of the State of 

New York in effect as of the effective date of this Law. 

c. "At large" means any dog that is unleashed and on property open to the public or is on 

private property not owned or leased by the owner of the dog unless permission for such presence has 

been obtained. No dog shall be deemed to be at large if it is: 

(1) A guide dog actually leading a blind person. 

(2) A police-work dog in use for police work; or 

(3) Accompanied by its owner or other responsible person and is actively engaged in hunting 

or training for hunting on unposted land or on posted land with the permission of the owner of the land. 

d. "Clerk" means the Town of Morehouse Town Clerk. 

e. "Detection dog" means any dog that is trained and is actually used for such purposes or 

is undergoing training to be used for the purpose of detecting controlled substances, explosives, ignitable 

liquids, firearms, cadavers, or school or correctional facility contraband. 

f. "Dog" means any member of the species canis familiaris. 

g. "Dog Control Officer" means any individual appointed by the Town to assist in the 

enforcement of this chapter or any authorized officer, agent or employee of an incorporated humane 

society or similar incorporated dog protective association under contract with the Town to assist in the 

enforcement of this chapter. 

h. "Extreme weather conditions" shall include inclement weather, being weather conditions 

that are likely to adversely affect the health or safety of the dog, including but not limited to rain, sleet, ice 

snow, wind, or extreme heat and cold, and othen/vise consistent with the provisions of New York State 

Agriculture and Markets Law Section 353-b (1) (b), as may be amended from time to time. 

i. "Guide Dog" means any dog that is trained to aid a person who is blind and is actually 

used for such purpose, or any dog owned by a recognized guide dog training center located within the 

state during the period such dog is being trained or bred for such purpose. 

j . "Harbor" means to provide food or shelter to any dog. 

k. "Hearing dog" means any dog that is trained to aid a person with a hearing impairment 

and is actually used for such purpose, or any dog owned by a recognized training center located within 



New York State during the period such dog is being trained or bred for such purpose. 

I. "Hunting dog" shall mean any dog that is trained to aid in taking of wildlife and is actually 

or has been used for such purposes, consistent with applicable law or regulation, including Environmental 

Conservation Law Section 11-0923, and local permits. 

m. "Identified dog" means any dog carrying an identification tag as provided in Section 5 of 

this Local Law. 

n. "Identification tag" means a tag issued by the Town of Morehouse. 

0- "Outdoors" shall mean a location outside a permanent structure capable of habitation or 

occupancy by people during an extreme weather event or period of time with temperatures falling below 

32 ° Fahrenheit or greater than 90 ° Fahrenheit (depending on the applicable weather conditions),such as 

a house, apartment building, or office building. Examples of non-suitable outdoor structures include, 

without limitation, wire cages and non-insulated structures, including those made of plastic (e.g., calf 

hutch). 

p. "Owner" means any person who harbors or keeps any dog. 

q. "Owner of record" means the person in whose name any dog was last licensed pursuant 

to Article 7 of the Agriculture and Markets Law, except that if any license is issued on application of a 

person under eighteen years of age, the owner of record shall be deemed to be the parent or guardian of 

such person. If it cannot be determined in whose name any dog was last licensed or if the owner of 

record has filed a statement pursuant to the provisions of section 6 of this Local Law, the owner shall be 

deemed to be the owner of record of such dog, except that if the owner is under eighteen years of age, 

the owner of record shall be deemed to be the parent or guardian of such person. 

r. "Person" means any individual, corporation, partnership, association or other organized 

group of persons, municipality, or other legal entity. 

s. "Person with a disability" means any person with a disability as that term is defined in 

Section 292(21) of the New York Executive Law. 

t. "Police work dog" means any dog owned or harbored by any state or municipal police 

department or any state or federal law enforcement agency, which has been trained to aid law 

enforcement officers and is actually, being used for police work purposes. 



u. "Recognized registry association" means any registry association that operates on a 

nationwide basis, issues numbered registration certificates and keeps such records as may be required 

by the New York State Commissioner of Agriculture and Markets. 

V. "Service dog" means any dog that has been or is being Individually trained to do work or 

perform tasks for the benefit of a person with a disability, provided that the dog is or will be owned by 

such person or that person's parent, guardian, or other legal representative. 

w. "Tether" shall include the actions of leashing, fastening, securing, chaining, tying, or 

othen/vise restraining a dog to any stationary object outdoors. 

X. "Therapy dog" means any dog that is trained to aid the emotional and physical health of 

pafients in hospitals, nursing homes, retirement homes and other settings and is actually used for such 

purpose, or any dog owned by a recognized training center located within the state during the period such 

dog is being trained or bred for such purpose. 

y. "War dog" means any dog which has been honorably discharged from the United States 

armed services. 

z. "Weather alert" shall mean a broadcast of the National Weather Service regarding one of 

the following weather-related events, reasonably construed to be affecting the region In which the dog 

was left outdoors: blizzard warning, severe thunderstorm (watch or warning), severe weather statement, 

tornado (watch or warning), winter storm (watch or warning). 

z1. "Working dog" shall mean any dog that is trained to herd and/or protect livestock, control 

bird and/or wildlife populations, or otherwise is actually or has been used in connecfion with farming or 

agricultural purposes. 

z2. "Working search dog" means any dog that Is trained to aid In the search for missing 

persons, is actually used for such purpose and is registered with the department; provided, however, that 

such services provided by said dog shall be performed without charge or fee. 

2. Unless expressly set forth above, the terms, words and phrases used in this chapter 

shall have the same meaning as such terms, words and phrases are defined in Article 7 of the Agriculture 

and Markets Law, including those definitions set forth in Section 108 thereof, which are incorporated by 

reference herein. 



6.4. Consistency with Other Laws. 

This chapter shall be read in conjuncfion with all other applicable state and local laws, including 

specifically Article 7 of the Agriculture and Markets Law. 

6.5. Prohibited Acts. 

It shall be unlawful for any owner of or any person harboring a dog in the Town of Morehouse 

to fail to control or confine such so that such dog is able to: 

a. Bite, jump upon or othenwlse harass any person, except a person: 

(a) Trespassing upon the premises of such owner or harborer. 

(b) Attacking or molesting the person of the owner or harborer of such dog. 

(c) Who provokes a dog by teasing, torturing, cruelty beating, injuring, maiming 

or mutilating said dog. 

b. Cause damage or destruction to the property of others. 

c. Kill, injure, or harass domestic animals. 

d. Cause noise which shall annoy or disturb the quiet, comfort or repose of a reasonable 

person of normal sensibilities. Noise disturbance for more than 10 minutes at any time of the day or 

night by repeated barking, whining, howling or other sounds which can be heard beyond the boundary of 

the owner's property shall be deemed prima facie evidence of violation of this action. 

e. Habitually commit a nuisance upon the premises of anyone other than the owner or 

harborer of such dog. 

f. Be without a license and wearing a tag, as provided for in the Agriculture and Markets 

Law of the State of New York. 

g. Run at large without a leash, such as a chain, cord, strong rope or other material of 

sufficient strength to restrain the dog from harassing any person or domestic animal, companion animal, 

and/or farm animal. Examples Include but are not limited to (a) running at large In heat; (b) running, 

injuring or killing deer, (c) habitually chasing motor vehicles, motorcycles, bicycles or other conveyances. 

h. In having possession, custody or control of a dog, fails to remove any feces left by his or 

her dog on any sidewalk, gutter, street or other public area or on any private property other than property 

of owner, possessor or custodian of said dog. 



I.. In controlling or confining a dog, allows It to remain tethered outdoors for longer than a 

period of 2 continuous hours at such time as when either (1) the actual air temperature is lower than 32° 

Fahrenheit (not accounting for wind chill, (2) the actual air temperature is greater than 90 ° Fahrenheit (no 

accounting for humidity levels), or (3) during such period of time as extreme weather conditions exist, 

where any such condition In (1), (2), or (3) above is actually known to such persons or reasonably should 

have been known to such person. Actual harm or injury need not be shown to prove a violation of the 

prohibition In this subsection. 

(1) Rebuttable Presumptions. 

Extreme weather conditions shall be presumed to have been present in the event that a weather alert 

was in effect for a region reasonably construed and commonly understood to be affecting the region in 

which the dog was left outdoors and during such fime as the dog was left outdoors. A dog exhibifing signs 

of frostbite shall be presumed to have been left outdoors for longer than a period of 2 continuous hours at 

such time as when the actual air temperatures was lower than 32° Fahrenheit. A dog exhibiting signs of 

heatstroke shall be presumed to have been left outdoors for longer than a period of 2 continuous hours at 

such time as when the actual air temperatures was greater than 90° Fahrenheit. 

(2) Exceptions. 

This prohibition shall not apply: 

(a) to working dogs; 

(b) to hunting dogs; 

(c) to dogs on a leash or other restraint under direct supervision 
or control of persons actively engaged in recreational activities, 
including walking, jogging, or running; and 

(d) to dogs required to be tethered under an applicable law, rule, 
regulation, or court order. 

Section 6.6. Enforcement. 

a. This local law shall be enforced by any dog control officer in the employ or under contract 

with Town of Morehouse, a police officer and/or any peace officer when acting pursuant to their special 

dufies. 

b. Any dog control officer, peace officer or police office observing a violafion of this local law 



in their presence shall issue and service an appearance ticket for such violation. 

Section 6.7. Complaint. 

Any person, who observes a dog in violation of any acts prohibited by this Local Law, may make 

a signed complaint with the authorized Dog Control Officer and/or Town Jusfice for the Town of 

Morehouse pursuant to the applicable provisions of Article 7 of the Agriculture and Markets Law. The 

complaint must specify the objectionable conduct of the dog, the date thereof, the damage caused or the 

acts constituting violation of this law and Including the place or places where such conduct occurred and 

the name and residence, if known, of the owner or other person harboring such dog. 

Section 6.8. Seizure of Dogs: Redemption Periods: Impoundment Fees: 

a. Any dog control officer or peace officer, acting pursuant to his special duties, or police 

officer shall seize: 

(1) any dog which Is not identified, and which is not on the owner's premises; 

(2) any dog which Is not licensed, whether on or off the owner's premises. 

(3) any licensed dog which is not in the control of its owner or custodian or not on 

the premises of the dog's owner or custodian, if there is probable cause to believe the dog Is a 

"dangerous dog" as defined by the Agriculture and Markets Law; and 

(4) any dog which poses an immediate threat to the public safety. Promptly upon 

seizure the dog control officer shall commence a proceeding as provided for in subdivision two of secfion 

one hundred twenty-three of the New York Agriculture and Markets Law. 

b. Any dog control officer or peace officer, acting pursuant to his special duties, or police 

officer may seize any dog in violation of this local law. 

c. Each dog which is not identified, whether or not licensed, shall be held for a period 

of five days from the day seized during which period the dog may be redeemed by its owner, provided 

that such owner produces proof that the dog has been licensed and has been identified pursuant to the 

provisions of this Local Law. 

d. Procedures for Notice and Redemption of identified dogs shall be as provided in 

Section 117 of the New York Agriculture and Markets Law. 

Section 6.9. Violations. 



a. It shall be a violation, punishable as provided in subdivision two of this secfion, for: 

(1) any owner to fail to license any dog. 

(2) any person to knowingly affix to any dog any false or improper identification tag, 

special identification tag for identifying guide, service or hearing dogs or purebred license tag. 

(3) any person to furnish any false or misleading information on any form required to 

be filed with the Town Clerk pursuant to the provisions of this Local Law. 

(4) Any owner who fails to control or confine a dog so as to commit a prohibited act 

as defined by Secfion 5. 

b. It shall be the duty of the dog control officer to bring an action against any person 

who has committed any violation set forth In subdivision (a) of this secfion. The Town of Morehouse 

may elect either to prosecute such action as a violation under a penal law or to commence an action to 

recover a civil penalty. 

c. A violafion of this section shall be punishable, subject to such an elecfion, either: 

(1) where prosecuted pursuant to the penal law, by a fine of not less than twenty-five 

dollars ($26.00), except that (i) where the person was found to have violated this section or Article 7 of 

the New York Agriculture and Markets Law within the preceding three (3) years, the fine may be not less 

than fifty dollars ($50.00), and (ii) where the person was found to have committed two or more such 

violations v '̂lthin the preceding three (3) years, it shall be punishable by a fine of not less than the one 

hundred dollars ($100.00) or imprisonment for not more than fifteen (15) days, or both; or 

(2) where prosecuted as an acfion to recover a civil penalty, by a civil penalty of not 

less than twenty-five dollars ($25.00), except that (i) when the person was found to have violated Article 7 

of the New York Agriculture and Markets Law within the preceding three (3) years, the civil penalty may 

be not less than fifty dollars ($50.00), and (ii) where the person was found to have committed two or more 

such violations within the preceding three (3) years, the civil penalty may be not less than one hundred 

dollars ($100.00). 

Section 6.10. Separability. 

Each separate provision of this Local Law shali be deemed independent of all other provisions 

herein, and if any provisions shall be deemed or declared invalid, all other provisions hereof shall remain 



valid and enforceable. 

Section 6.11. Repealer. 

This Local Law shall supersede all prior local laws, ordinances, rules and regulations relative to 

the control of dogs within the Town of Morehouse and they shall be, upon the effectiveness of this Local 

Law, null and void. 

SECTION ni: 

This Local Law shall become effective upon its filing In the office of the New York State Secretary 

of State. 

Introduced: May 14, 2024 

Public Hearing: June 11, 2024 

Adopted: June 11, 2024 



Morehouse Town Board Meeting 

Public Hearing 

June 11,2024 

The June Town Board meeting was called to order by Supervisor Anthony Fernandez at 7pm on Tuesday June l l ^ ' ^ 

2024.Supervisor Fernandez opened the meeting by leading the Town Board Members and the Members of the Public in 

the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Members Present: 

William Uebele Sonya DeVuyst 

Mary Ann Mosher Brian Taylor: 

Supervisor: Anthony Fernandez 

Town Clerk: Stephanie Tichenor 

Absent: 

None 

Members of the Public in attendance: 

Sarah Devuyst Karen Fernandez 

Dan & Lisa Key Phyllis Mosher 

Wayne & Sheryl Flamming Ed & Linda Sherman 

Deborah Bushnoe Steve Babcock 

Charlie Rouffe Lynn Kerstner 

James Christopher Bob Ford 

Jean & Richard Doell Martha & Glenn Murray 

Supervisor Fernandez opened the meeting to the Public. 

There was no Public comment 

Supervisor Fernandez closed the meeting to the public. 

Sonya DeVuyst made a motion to accept the May meeting minutes as printed. Brian Taylor seconded them. Mot ion 

carried. 



Ayes Nays 

S. DeVuyst None 

B. Taylor 

W. Uebele 

M. Mosher 

A. Fernandez 

Brian Taylor made a motion to accept the Officers Report. Will iam Uebele seconded it. Motion Carried. 

Ayes Nays 

S. DeVuyst None 

B. Taylor 

W. Uebele 

M. Mosher 

A. Fernandez 

Sonya DeVuyst made a motion to pay the General fund invoices totaling $10,205.51. Invoice # 24-145 thru 24-167. 

Will iam Uebele seconded it. Mot ion carried. 

Ayes Nays 

S. DeVuyst None 

B. Taylor 

W. Uebele 

M. Mosher 

A. Fernandez 

Brian Taylor made a motion to pay the Highway Invoices totaling $29,170.97. Invoices # 24-168 thru 24-179. Will iam 

Uebele seconded it. Mot ion carried. 

Ayes Nays 

S. DeVuyst None 

B. Taylor 

W. Uebele 

M. Mosher 



A.Fernandez 

Supervisor Fernandez wanted to thank the Highway Department for their great job on cleaning and mowing the Town It 

is looking great! Supervisor Fernandez mentioned that the Walking bridge looks great after the Highway department 

fixed it. 

Supervisor Fernandez stated that in the Highway Report from Hugh Farber that they are going to look Into repaying Fayle 

Road as there are a lot of washouts and ripples from the winter. It could cost up to $100,000.00. Highway 

Superintendent Farber stated that they wil l be repairing some of the roads in town. That might cost another $20,00.00 

Then we will put it In through CHIPS to get reimbursed. 

Hugh Farber has also asked for more money In the Budget to cover vehicle repairs. There wil l be a resolution next month. 

There was a Discussion on the Tax Assessor and State mandated towns required reevaluation. 

Will iam Uebele made a motion to Adopt Local Law # 1 of 2024, Issuance of appearance Tickets By Public Servants. Brian 

Taylor seconded It. Motion Carried. 

Aves Nays 

S. DeVuyst None 

B. Taylor 

W. Uebele 

M. Mosher 

A. Fernandez 

Ed Sherman asked what does this mean? Supervisor Fernandez replied This is just a Law to let everyone know who is 

allowed to give out appearance tickets in town. 

Richard Doell asked what Changed on this Law from the last one? Supervisor Fernandez stated that the Town Supervisor 

was added to the list of People. 

Will iam Uebele made a motion to adopt Local Law #2of 2024 Amending the Protocol for Establishing Fees Charged by 

the Town of Morehouse. Brian Taylor seconded it. Motion carried. 

Aves Nays 

S. DeVuyst None 

B. Taylor 

W. Uebele 

M. Mosher 

A.Fernandez 

Richard Doel asked wasn't there a law tike this already in place? Supervisor Fernandez stated yes there is. This one just 

amends it so that the Town doesn't have to make a law every t ime It needs to change the fees. 



William Uebele made a motion to adopt the Local Law #3 of 2024 Entitled Town of Morehouse Regulation of Junk and 

Refuge Storage. Sonya DeVuyst seconded it. Motion carried. 

Ayes Nays 

S. DeVuyst None 

B. Taylor 

W. Uebele 

M. Mosher 

A. Fernandez 

Dan Key asked, who is who to say someone has to much junk? Supervisor Fernandez stated as long as It is out of sight 

out of mind. Its ok. Or if it's arranged in a way that that It looks neat. 

Mary Ann Mosher asked how many days after a town resident gets a letter, how long do they have to rectify the 

situation? Supervisor Fernandez stated that they have 30 days. 

Richard Doell asked If the Town Residents are going to be notified that this Local Law has passed? Supervisor Fernandez 

stated that The Local Laws have been in the paper and they are on the website. Only if a town resident is in violation will 

they get a letter. Specializing what the violation is and how to rectify the situation. After getting the letter the resident 

wil l have to have a meeting then If not rectified, they wil l get a summons. Supervisor Fernandez stated that he wants to 

be able to work with the Town Residents. 

Mary Ann Mosher made a motion to adopt the Local Law #4 of 2024 Town of Morehouse Dog Control. Brian Taylor 

seconded It. Motion carried. 

Ayes Nays 

S. DeVuyst None 

B. Taylor 

W. Uebele 

M. Mosher 

A.Fernandez 

There was no open discussion. 

Wil l iam Uebele made a motion to accept the Introduction of Loca! law #5 of 2024 Real Property Tax Opt-out Law. Which 

wil l be brought up at a Public Hearing on July 9*" Brian seconded It. Motion carried. 

Ayes Nays 

S. DeVuyst None 



B. Taylor 

W. Uebele 

M. Mosher 

A. Fernandez 

Brian Taylor made a motion to accept the resolution #24-6-1. That amends resolution #24-5-3 Approving the purchase of 

Zero Turn mower. William Uebele seconded it. Mot ion Carried. 

Ayes Nays • 

S. DeVuyst None 

B. Taylor 

W. Uebele 

M. Mosher 

A. Fernandez 

Brian Taylor made a motion to accept the Resolution #24-6-2. Adopt ing Purchasing Protocol. Sonya DeVuyst seconded it. 

Motion carried. 

Aves Nays 

S. DeVuyst None 

B. Taylor 

W. Uebele 

M. Mosher 

A.Fernandez 

William Uebele made a motion to accept Resolution # 24-6-3. Approving Animal Sheltering Agreement. Brian Taylor 

seconded It. Motion carried. 

Ayes Nays 

S. DeVuyst None 

B. Taylor 

W. Uebele 

M. Mosher 

A.Fernandez 



Sonya DeVuyst made a motion to accept the Resolution # 24-6-4. Approving Comp-Alliance Contract. William Uebele 

seconded it. Motion carried. 

Aves Nays 

S. DeVuyst None 

B. Taylor 

W. Uebele 

M. Mosher 

A. Fernandez 

Old Business 

Hamilton Countv Accounting Service- Hamilton County Accounting Service Have gotten most of the records up to speed. 

They were able to give Supervisor a "all Funds" report. They are working on getting a full report (halfway report) of all 

budget lines for next month's meeting. 

Roof over Recreation Center Door & Repair Main Roof-Supervisor is making some calls to see If he can get bids from 

some contractors. 

Painting of Town Garage and the attached area- Supervisor Is working on getting some bids. 

Pest Control- We are doing this In house. 

Streetlight Upgrade- The streetlight upgrade is all done, the Town is now just walttng for National Grid to implement the 

changeover. Supervisor Fernandez stated he Is looking into a grant that can get the Town up to $5,000.00 for changing to 

LED lights. 

AUD's Supervisor Fernandez stated that this Is still under Investigation. He did contact PITS a Tax accounting Firm In 

Indian Lake. For $150.00 PITS can pull all the tax payment records for the Town so that the Town can figure out exactly 

what was paid and what wasn't. 

Mary Ann mosher made a motion to pay PITS $150.00 to Pull the Towns IRS Payments. Sonya DeVuyst seconded it. 

Motion carried. 

Aves Nays 

S. DeVuyst None 

B. Taylor 

W. Uebele 

M. Mosher 

A. Fernandez 



Cell Tower update- The town is still waiting for approval from the APA, because Arietta and the Town of Morehouse Cell 

Towers will be connected. Town of Arietta has to make their Cell Tower look like a tree. As soon as they get that figured 

out the APA will approve. 

Notice of non-compliance- Progress has been made in this regard but It's not up to par yet. 

New Business 

The Speed survey is done. The county Highway Department just has to get the report together and they wil l send It to 

the Town. Supervisor Fernandez wanted everyone to know That even though the lights on the signs were not on the sign 

were recording the speeds. 

There was a discussion regarding Furnace repairs and fuel purchases for all the facilities in town. Supervisor Fernandez 

stated he called Vincents in Poland to see about the repairs. And is going to keep investigating this further. 

Brian Taylor asked if the town wanted to switch to propane for the Town Hall? Supervisor Fernandez stated That the 

Town Hall should be changed over to propane as the chimney needs to be fixed anyway. 

Supervisor Fernandez wanted everyone to remember that the Rod and Gun Club Fishing Derby is Saturday June 22^'' 8-

10:30am 

Supervisor Fernandez opened the meeting to the public. 

There was no public comment. 

Sonya DeVuyst made a motion to adjourn the June 11*^ Town Board Meeting. Mary Ann Mosher seconded it. Mot ion 

carried. 

Aves 

S. DeVuyst 

B. Taylor 

W. Uebele 

M. Mosher 

A.Fernandez 

Nays 

None 

Sincerely Written, 

Stephanie Tichenor 

Morehouse Town Clerk 


