Morehouse Town Board

October 14th 2025

Members The August meeting for the Morehouse Town Board Organizational Meeting was called to order by
Anthony Fernandez at 7pm on Tuesday October 14,2024, Supervisor Fernandez opened the meeting by
leading the Town Board Members and the Members of the Public in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

present: Members absent:
Sonya DeVuyst Brian Taylor
Mary Ann Mosher

William Uebele

Town Supervisor: Anthony Fernandez

Town Clerk: Stephanie Tichenor

Members of public present:

Sheryl Fleming Lynn Kerstner
Bob Ford Martha Murray
James & Patty Deb Bushnoe
Steve Bahcock Phyllis Mosher

Tucker Bulger

Supervisor Fernandez opened the meeting to the public for comments or questions.
There were no comiments or questions from thew public.

Supervisor Fernandez closed the meeting to the public.

William Uebele made a motion to accept the meeting minutes as written from the September 9" and October 8™ Board
meeting. Sonya DeVuyst seconded it. Motion carried.

Ayes Nays Absent
Sonya DeVuyst None Brian Taylor

Mary Ann Mosher

William Uebele




Anthony Fernandez

Mary Ann Mosher made a motion authorizing the payment of General Fund and Highway Fund invoices, Sonya DeVuyst
seconded it. Motion carried.

The General and Highway Fund invoices include 10125 through 102625 at a total of General Fund $31,838.14 and
Highway Fund being $19,741.04.

Ayes Nays Absent
Sonya DeVuyst None Brian Taylor

Mary Ann Mosher
William Uebele

Anthony Fernandez

William Uebele made a motion to accept the following Officers Reports, Supervisor, Town Clerk, Magistrates and Zoning
& Codes Enforcement. Sonya DeVuyst seconded it. Motion carried.

Ayes Nays Absent
Sonya DeVuyst None Brian Taylor

Mary Ann Mosher
William Uebele

Anthony Fernandez

Supervisor Fernandez opened the Public Hearing to the public for questions or comments on the Fire Department
contract.

There were no comments or questions from thew public,

Supervisor Fernandez closed the Public Hearing to the public.

Mary Ann Mosher made a motion to approve Resolution #25-10-1, Authorizing an agreement between the Morehouse
Volunteer Fire Company and the Town of Morehouse for Fire Protection and Emergency Services. Anthony Fernandez
seconded it. Motion carried.

Ayes Nays Absent
Sonya DeVuyst None Brian Taylor

Mary Ann Mosher
William Uebele

Anthony Fernandez



_Sonya DeVuyst made a motion to approve Resolution #25-10-2, Transfer of funds- Highway Superintendents Solid Waste
Foreman Salary. William Uebele seconded it. Motion carried.

Ayes Nays Absent
Sonya DeVuyst None Brian Taylor

1

Mary Ann Mosher
William Uebele

Anthony Fernandez

william Uebele made a motion to approve Resolution #10-3-25, Authorizing an agreement with Buell Fuels to provide

heating oil for the Town Recreation Center. This contract will be good from October 1% 2025- May 31%, 2026. Mary Ann
Mosher seconded it. Motion carried.

Aves Nays Absent
Sonya DeVuyst None Brian Taylor

Mary Ann Mosher
William Uebele

Anthony Fernandez

William Uebele made a motion to approve Resolution #10-4-25, Authorizing and agreement with Center State Propane
to provide propane for various locations in the Town. Mary Ann Mosher seconded it. Motion carried.

Aves , Nays Absent
Sonya DeVuyst None Brian Taylor

Mary Ann Mosher
William Uebele

Anthony Fernandez

Supervisor Fernandez stated that he has spoken to Barry Baker< Hamilton County Budget Officer, who handles all of the
Assessors in the County. With Denver Steinmetz leaving the position on July 1, 2025, that left the position vacant until
now. The County is offering an assessor from the County until the contract with the County goes into effect on January
1,2026. This will cost the Town nothing. The County is offering their services until the end of the year. With that being
said Supervisor Fernandez would like a motion to appoint Johnathon Abbot as Acting Assessor.

Mary Ann Mosher made a motion to approve the Resolution #25-10-5 approving the appointment of Johnathon Abbot
as Acting Assessar for the remainder of 2025, William Uebele seconded it. Motion carried.

Aves Nays Absent
Sonya DeVuyst None Brian Taylor

Mary Ann Mosher




William Uebele

Anthony Fernandez

Supervisor Fernandez opened the Public Hearing to the public on Local Law #4 of 2025, Dog Licensing Law for the Town
of Morehouse for questions or comments,

There were no comments or guestions from thew public.

Supervisor Fernandez closed the Public Hearing to the public.

Supervisor Fernandez stated this Law was supposed to go into effect back in 2015, But in the Town Clerk looking into the
Local Law Book it was never filed with the State. So, the Town has to approve it again, so it can get recorded with the
Secretary of State.

Mary Ann Mosher made a motion to adopt Local Law #4, Dog Licensing. Sonya DeVuyst seconded it. Motion carried.

Ayes Nays Absent
Sonya DeVuyst None Brian Taylor

Mary Ann Mosher
William Uebele

Anthony Fernandez

Supervisor Fernandez stated that in order to go over the 2% tax cap the Town of Morehouse has to approve a Law stating
that we are going over the tax cap. He would like to introduce the Local law #5 of 2025. So that our Towns budget will be
effective with the State.

Sonya DeVuyst made a motion to introduce Local Law #5, Overriding the Tax Levy Limit for the Town of Morehouse 2026.
Mary Ann Mosher seconded it. Motion carried.

Ayes Nays Absent
Sonya DeVuyst None Brian Taylor

Mary Ann Mosher
William Uebele
Anthony Fernandez

The Public Hearings for the Local Law #5 and to approve the 2026 Budget is set for Wednesday November 5t, 2025. 7pm

New Business-

NY State Department of Labor Inspection of Recreation Center- Supervisor Fernandez stated that the Department of _
Labor was at the Recreation Center to annual inspection. The Fire Alarms need to be inspected, There was a fire alarm
inspector coming last week but she had to cancel. They are rescheduling. So that the fire alarms will be inspected.




_Snowmobile Trails- Supervisor Fernandez stated that the snowmobile groomers have been out clearing the trails of
downed trees and limbs. They notice a few extra bridges that are in need of repair. The new snowmabile groomer has
been purchased and delivered. They are working on getting it all set up. Supervisor Fernandez stated he is still working
on getting the property owners insurance certificates. Supervisor Fernandez stated that he has spoke to Hugh Farber
(Highway Superintendent) and they worked out a deal. Supervisor Fernandez handed over the director of snowmobile
trails over the Hugh Farber, and because that is a new position it comes with $125.00 a month payment. Supervisor
Fernandez would like for the Town Boards to make a motion regarding this new position.

Mary Ann Mosher made a motion to Approve Resolution #25-10-6, Creating and funding account for Parks and
Recreation Director personal services. Sonya DeVuyst seconded it. Motion Carried.

Ayes Nays Absent
Sonya DeVuyst None Brian Taylor

Mary Ann Mosher
William Uebele

Anthony Fernandez

Hamilton County Treasurer’s Office- Accu-Fund Accounting Software- Supervisor Fernandez stated they are working on
the direct deposit. They are testing it out,

Morehouse Historical Museum- Supervisor Fernandez stated he is working on getting a contractor to go up and look at
the steeple.

Old Business-

FEMA Flood Map Update- Supervisor Fernandez stated there was no update

[RS/Social Security Record Discrepancy 2022- Supervisor Fernandez stated there was no update.

Recreation Center Porch Roof- Supervisor Fernandez stated that the footers have been put in. He is hoping to have the
Roof done and swings by the playground done before winter.

All Employee Mandatory Training-Supervisor Fernandez stated there was no update.

Insurance Claim/ Town Garage- Supervisor Fernandez stated the electric has been completed. He is going to contact the
contractor so that they can do their part. So that the garage will be fixed.

Update on Cell Tower- Supervisor Fernandez stated that the cell tower has hit a snag with fiber optic line from Lake
Pleasant to Morehouse. They are looking at other options. National grid decided that the 3 or 4 poles that we thought
we were going to have to replace to put the line up. National grid decided there was 32 poles that needed replacing and
that would amount to around $500,000.00. That’s too expensive so the County is looking for another option.

Property Line Pispute- Supervisor Fernandez stated that he met with the land owner and they are talking about what
kind of options they have to settle this dispute.

New Yor Comptroller’s Office Audit 2025- Supervisor Fernandez stated He hasn’t heard anything about how the audit is
going. The last time they contacted us was about 2 weeks ago.

Supervisor Fernandez stated that he received a call from the DEC they want to improve their roadway from the end of
Mountain Home Read out to the Pine Lake trail. They would like talk to the Town about the Highway guys working on it
for them. The DEC is working on getting a $50,000.00 grant, and they would reimburse the Town for parts and labor.




There was a discussion on when to have the Budget workshop and it was set for Tuesday October 21 at 2 pm at the
Recreation Center. This workshop is open to the public.

Supervisor Fernandez stated that he received an email today from MVP Gold, MVP will no longer write a Medicare
managed plan for less than 3 employees, The Town of Morehouse only has 1. Supervisor Fernandez stated he talked to
the Town’s Health Broker and they did a little research It turns out either the 1 employee gets their own poficy and the
Town reimburses them, or The Town goes through ancther management pian for them. Supervisor Fernandez is going to
ook into this; he wiil bring more information as it becomes available.

Supervisor Fernandez opened the meeting to the public.

Sheryl Flemming asked if November 5 meeting is a budget hearing and meeting? Supervisor Fernandez stated that the
November 5™ meeting will be a public hearing for the adoption of the Annual Budget and a Public Hearing for the Local
Law #5 Overriding the Tax Levy.

Sheryl Fleming also asked what kind of meeting is on October 21%? Supervisor Fernandez stated the October 21 budget
workshop is a meeting for the Town Board and the public to talk about the proposed 2026 budget. It is open to the
pubhiic,

Sheryl Fleming also asked about the reports for the Officers, did you get any reports for this month? Supervisor
Fernandez stated we received all the reports except for the Highway. She also asked if they will be in the Town Hall for
viewing. Stephanie Tichenor, The Town Clerk answered, Yes, they will be at the Town Hall starting October 15%,2025. She
also asked about the Highway report. Supervisor Fernandez stated that there was no written report from the highway
department, but he said | can give you a verbai one, The highway Department has been warking on Mountain Road. They
had it paved last week and they have been working on the culverts and sides of Mountain Home Road.

There was no more questicns or comments
Supervisor Fernandez closed the meeting to the public.

Mary Ann Mosher made a motion to adjourn, Sonya DeVuyst seconded it, Motion carried.

Ayes Nays Absent
Sonya DeVuyst None Brian Tayior

Mary Ann Mosher
William Uebele

Anthony Fernandez

Truly Wyitten,
,Q/&/nc,é/ K
Stephanie Tichenor

Morehouse Town Clerk



